
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
14 October 2021 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present: Cllr. Baggott  Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham Cllr. Charlett  Cllr. Cobb  Cllr. Feather 

   Cllr. Gelder  Cllr. Ms. Jempson  Cllr. Johnston Cllr. Mrs. New  Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Powles   

                 Cllr. Smith 

       

In Attendance: Two members of the public, District Councillor Diana Lugova and Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

 

204.21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Russell 

 

205.21 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – A resident of Jackson Drive reported that the resurfacing of 

the road is an absolute disgrace. The concerns will be passed on to Oxfordshire County Council and this 

issue will be added to the agenda for the next meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report concerns on the resurfacing of Jackson Drive to Oxfordshire County Council and add 

to the agenda for the November meeting. 

One member of public left the room. 

 

206.21 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

207.21 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The parish council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 9 September 2021. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to the district council to suggest that the monitoring of houses of multiple occupancy 

(HMOs) should be included in the next Local Plan. 

 

208.21 REPORT OF THE CLERK  
New issues during the month  

A Emails from resident in relation to parking outside the school: 

“Please could you kindly provide an update on the results of the Consultation regarding the A34 Lodge Hill 

Expansion and impact on St Swithuns Road. 

I attached the following photos of the junction and the known risks we have discussed on a number of 

occasions.  The matter is compounded by further families now coming from Redrow development into St 

Swithuns and the fact that Traffic Enforcement is non-existent.  The photos illustrate the complexity of the 

junction for crossing the road with a roundabout and service roads to consider. 

The photos show the following:- 

• Thursday 9th Sept - A34 is congested with half an hour delays reported.  The X3 bus is diverted through 

Kennington.  This photo shows vehicles queued all back along St Swithuns Road 

• Thursday 9th Sept - Cars coming around parked vehicles 

• Friday 10th Sept PM - JD07 RUD parked within 10 metres of the service road junction causing vehicles to 

reverse back on to the roundabout. 

• Friday 10th Sept AM - Child (photo blurred deliberately) attempting to cross road 

The School has actively promoted the LivingStreets.org.uk and rewarding the children with walking to 

school at least twice a week.  Furthermore, as part of the Home School Agreement, parents/carers sign an 

agreement to park considerately.   I understand that some of more questionable parking may be classed as 

Anti-Social Behaviour as well as Parking Offence.  Older year groups are encouraged to walk/cycle to 

school independently. 
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The Redrow Development also included funds and support for a Residential Green Travel plan that is yet to 

be deployed. 

None of these pictures include Electric Vehicles which are difficult to hear and particularly with the noise of 

the school run. 

These photos show the reality of the junction now school times are no longer staggered and how the 

junction and Kennington is used as a "rat-run” to compensate for the A34.   Even the Oxford Bus Company 

divert the X3 bus on this route as we saw yesterday when the A34 is too problematic. 

I look forward to receiving your feedback and how the Consultation will address this for the safety of the 

children and pedestrians on St Swithun’s Road.” 

Further email received from resident: 

“I have heard back from Councillor Johnston with an update (I was not aware of 1st November date):- 

• Enforcement transfers from Police to Council from 1 November 2021 

• Consultation feedback for Lodge Hill is due any day now. 

The attached photos though may be a matter for Parish Council (certainly not school in my view). 

On 3rd September, this parking on the grass verge was a new one on me in the ten years I have been 

associated with the school. 

The photo on 13 September shows the wooden stumps/posts have fallen down. 

I know that residents on Grundy Crescent north filled in the verge over lockdown and put new rocks in 

place to prevent parking on the verge. 

I think the school has done all it can with Home School Agreement including considerate parking, Living 

Streets programme, organising parking in the Church for Park and Stride to school, bringing cycling 

proficiency back from year six to year five so more children may be allowed to ride independently to school, 

regular patrols by the Head Teacher and Site Manager and putting in more scooter and cycling parking 

racks.  

As a parent, we would prefer to see Teachers and Site Manager educating and looking after our children, 

rather than coaching parents on appropriate parking. 

I trust the Parish Council can look to support if these posts and/or stumps are their responsibility.  If not, do 

I need to report to OCC on Fix My Street?” 

Clerk advised that a list of recommended work to bollards would be taken to the next parish council 

meeting.  

209.21 It was agreed that the council will replace any broken posts with concrete bollards. This was proposed by 

Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. It was suggested that ten bollards 

should be purchased, so there are spares for the future. 

210.21 It was resolved that the clerk will enquire as to whether any bulk discounts apply and make a decision in 

conjunction with the Chairman. 

 ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase replacement bollards for The Avenue and Forest Side playing field and arrange 

installation.  

 

B Clerk received a call from Green Thumb enquiring whether the council would like the grass at the war 

memorial to have aeration and scarification this year, at a cost of £320 + VAT. 

211.21 It was agreed that the council will not undertake the work at this time but will wait until spring. 

C Resident called in relation to the surfacing of Jackson Drive, which was described as “appalling”. The 

resident advised that they have been in contact with the district councillor and the Highways Team about 

this. Further phone calls from residents of Jackson Drive were received, expressing their dissatisfaction 
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with the quality of the work that has been undertaken and the mess that has been left after the job has 

been completed. 

212.21 It was resolved that the councillors will see if the work has now been completed to a satisfactory standard 

in advance of the November meeting. 

D Resident contacted clerk to express their opinion that the war memorial flower beds are looking “really 

lovely”.  

E Phone call from resident of Liddiard Close in relation to the state of the road and pavement – the parish 

council was contacted about this last year but there has been limited action. The clerk reported this issue 

to Oxfordshire County Council in August 2020 and Liddiard Close was “put forward for a possible footway 

slurry treatment site.” 

The resident requested that some further work is undertaken to Liddiard Close to improve the state of the 

road and pavement, particularly as many of the residents of the close are elderly. 

213.21 It was agreed that the clerk will include this issue in the letter to Oxfordshire County Council in relation to 

Jackson Drive. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Include complaints about Liddiard Close in letter to Oxfordshire County Council about 

Jackson Drive. 

 

F Email received from resident of Fairways: 

“I have lived with my wife on the corner of Fairways, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 for some years now and it’s 

during this time I’ve become more concerned on an emerging road safety issue that I’d like to bring to your 

attention. When discussing my concerns with residents down the street, I was advised to contact you 

directly and see if a potential solution could be found. I have written a short summary below in the hope 

the concern is relayed as accurately as possible.   

 Fairways Residential Road 

 There are 17 semi-detached residential homes along this cul-de-sac road, housing a mixture of adults and 

children & young people. As you enter the road, you will often see parked cars along the left of the 

roadside, leading to a blind corner turning left further down. Quite often there will be children playing 

down the street, residents talking to one another outside their homes and taking care of home 

improvements at the front of their properties. In summary it’s a happy and harmonious neighbourhood, 

always looking out for one another’s interests.  

 Potential traffic, health and safety risk of vulnerable residents  

 After consulting with ‘Fairways’ residents, it is clear that many have become more aware of the dangers of 

road users driving too quickly when entering the residential area. In 2019, a steel traffic bollard was driven 

into late at night by a motorist, leaving it crushed and completely detached from the cemented base in 

which it was fixed to. There had been several near incidents of serious collisions, involving children playing 

in the street, elderly and frail adults walking across the road, head on collisions to motorists exiting the 

road, damage to parked cars, and to private/council property. In short, it is collectively felt that there is a 

lack of signalling to alert motorists to slow when entering the residential area. The left turning into the 

road is blind, leaving only a short time for motorists to break or stop to a halt when travelling at speed.  

 Proposal  

 To protect all residents, motorists and ultimately reduce the risk of road traffic accidents down the road, 

I’d like to propose that a road traffic sign be erected along the path of the Fairways to alert/instruct road 

users to slow down in speed when entering Fairways. I’ve attached a document which may help explain 

this issue more visually and I’d welcome the chance to show you the area, perhaps walk the road with you 

and explain in more detail?” 
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214.21 It was agreed that the clerk will contact Oxfordshire County Council about this request. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Oxfordshire County Council about request for signage on Fairways. 

 

G Email received from resident of Kennington Road: 

“I live at … Kennington Road Kennington OX1 5NZ and would like to enquire about the possibility of a tree 

being planted on the grass verge outside of our property.  Is this something which is in your scope or should 

I contact the district council?  

The reason for my request is that people are frequently parking their vehicles on the grassed area directly 

outside my home (the Upper Road side) which is both dangerous and a nuisance.  It is also impacting on 

our privacy in our garden as although separated by a hedge is directly adjacent.  I therefore wonder who I 

should contact about possibly getting a tree planted on the grassed area which hopefully would then 

prevent people from parking on the grass verge?  

I have attached a photograph of the grassed area which I hope illustrates the issue.  I also think it would be 

an opportune time to do this so as to tie in with a 'plant a tree' for the Queen's platinum jubilee next year. 

I look forward to hearing from you.” 

215.21 It was resolved that the resident would need to request permission from Oxfordshire County Council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform resident that this request for a tree would need to be sent to Oxfordshire County 

Council. 

 

H Email received from resident in relation to Cow Lane: 

“The surface water drainage/inspection chamber cover is seriously overflowing in today's rain.  Not enough 

to actually move the cover, but sufficient to cause jets of around three to four inches through the lifting 

holes. 

If this is OCC's responsibility, should I report this directly to that agency please?” 

216.21 It was agreed that Thames Water are responsible for drainage, so the clerk will contact them about this. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Thames Water about the surface water inspection chamber cover on Cow Lane 

overflowing. 

 

I Email received from Cllr. Bakewell: 

“Our War Memorial is central and prominent in our village and while we pay for a general upkeep we 

should and must do more. Define the path edges and maintain close trimming of the adjoining grass – we 

can pay for this or we can undertake it “in house”. 

I am happy to join an organised working party or continue to pull a weed as I pass as I know some others 

do.” 

217.21 It was resolved that the war memorial garden could do with a tidy up around the edge of the path, 

including removing some weeds. The clerk will contact Green Gym to ask whether they would be happy to 

do this. 

 The clerk has spoken with Alex Wenham about the lettering on the war memorial, which needs to be 

repainted. The clerk will ask local monumental masons for a quotation for completing this. The right-hand 

side light is also not working, so the clerk will arrange for this to be repaired. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Green Gym in relation to tidying up the lawn around the war memorial. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain quotations from monumental masons for repainting the lettering on the war 

memorial 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for right hand side light at war memorial to be repaired 
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J  Letter received from Cllr Tim Bearder, Cabinet Member for Highway Management, in relation to Civil 

Parking Enforcement and request for local intelligence and to help identify where restriction changes may 

be required. 

218.21 It was agreed that the clerk will reiterate that the double yellow lines on the corner of Poplar Grove need 

to be removed. The council will also suggest that double yellow lines are installed on the corner of 

Playfield Road, but not outside the shops. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Reply to request for information about civil parking enforcement 

 

K The noticeboard on the corner of Manor Grove is damaged and in need of repairs.  

219.21 It was agreed that the clerk will obtain quotations for a similar noticeboard and bring these to the next 

meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain quotations for replacement noticeboard for corner of Manor Grove. 

 

L Clerk has submitted the road closure request for Remembrance Sunday and will organise a meeting as 

usual to discuss the order of events on the day, which will largely follow the same format as usual. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange Remembrance Sunday parade and service and advertise in the Chronicle. 

 

M Grass cuttings and wood chip have been fly tipped at Forest Side, as well as scattered around the village in 

various places. The Envirocrime Officer called from VOWH District Council to ask if the parish council had 

any knowledge of who was responsible, as so far there have only been anonymous reports. A street 

sweeper will go around Kennington to prevent the cuttings going in the gutters. It was also mentioned 

that a Fixed Penalty Notice has been issued to the person who was responsible for the fly-tipped waste on 

Cow Lane.  

N The clerk met with Cllrs. Powles and Mrs Buckingham to discuss the arrangements for the sleigh going 

around Kennington on 10th and 11th December. 

220.21 It was resolved that a budget of up to £200 will be set aside for additional costumes and 

sweets/chocolates. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed by all. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange sleigh for 10th and 11th December 2021 and advertise online and in the Chronicle. 

 

Continuing issues  
O Response received from Oxfordshire County Council in relation to the overgrown vegetation on The 

Avenue: 

“Thank you for your report. I have visited the site you pinpointed on the map, in the service road, by … The 

Avenue, Kennington, see photos, and appraised the issue that you have identified. This overgrown 

vegetation, unfortunately, doesn't meet our current, immediate, intervention criteria, so I cannot arrange a 

quick repair. I have requested it be placed/logged onto the list of HATER (vegetation) jobs that will be 

assessed for inclusion in future programmed works, subject to there being no conflicting works and 

sufficient funds. We will continue to monitor this site during our routine inspections.” 

Cllr. Feather requested a copy of the county council’s matrix for involvement in highway issues. It was 

queried whether Kennington Parish Council could take on any works on trees/hedges on the highway as 

part of the Oxfordshire Together (OXTOG) scheme. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send copy of Oxfordshire County Council Highways matrix for intervention to Cllr. Feather 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Investigate what work could be undertaken by the parish council as part of OXTOG 
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P  Reply received from resident of The Paddock: 

“Thank you for your reply and for adding our request to the agenda for discussion at the Annual Finance 

Meeting in December 2021. 

With reference to the council wondering whether we would be interested in purchasing the land from the 

parish council; from our perspective it would be a matter for discussion with yourselves, as it would mean 

that we would have access to and be able to maintain and manage the trees and shrubbery on a regular 

basis. It would also mean the council wouldn’t need to budget for maintenance costs or be concerned 

regarding the risk of being liable for damage to our property. We would consider this option however; this 

would be dependent on the potential purchase price, preferably set at a peppercorn sum, as we would bear 

the ongoing maintenance costs. We would also need to get a quote for the extra insurance required by us. 

If you would look into the matter and please advise.” 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Check the deeds for The Paddock to determine whether the parish council is able to sell this 

land 

 

Q  The damaged ‘Kennington’ sign at the bottom of Bagley Wood Road was reported on Fix My Street and 

was passed on to the district council Traffic Schemes Team “for their appraisal and assessment.” It has 

now been scheduled to be replaced.  

R Emails received from resident in relation to the amenity area at Colley Wood: 

“I managed to get my scanner working and attached is the letter relating to the annual maintenance of the 

Amenity area. 

IF the PC has decided to abandon its maintenance since 2010, why have we not been told and what 

alternatives have been put in place?” 

221.21 It was resolved that the parish council had been in contact with Pye Homes about the matter and, as Pye 

Homes wished to retain ownership of the land, it was agreed that they should take responsibility for its 

maintenance.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Check previous minutes from 2010-2017 to see when the decision was made in relation to 

the land at Colley Wood. 

 

S The table tennis table at Forest Side is now installed so the clerk will publicise this. The clerk has requested 

further details from the district council about what monitoring information is needed. This will be added 

to the play area inspection sheet for Forest Side. 

 A resident has advised that they are disappointed with the orientation of the table, due to the brambles.  

222.21 It was resolved that the clerk will request that the brambles are regularly cut back to maintain a safe 

playing area. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Publicise table tennis table and report monitoring information to the district council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add checks to table tennis table to Forest Side play area inspection sheet. 

 

T The consultation on the ‘wilded’ verges has had a good response so far. Residents are able to respond on 

an online survey or complete a form in the Village Centre. The consultation will run until 31 October.  

223.21 It was agreed that £99.00 could be spent on Survey Monkey to enable the clerk to view all the responses, 

as only the first 40 responses are visible for free. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase one month subscription to Survey Monkey for £99.00 
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U Clerk contacted Waste Team at the district council to investigate whether Biffa offer collections of 

recycling alongside the general waste collections. Response received: 

“We are currently undertaking a mapping project/condition survey for all of our litter and dog bins and are 

not making any changes or installing new bins.  

Part of the project is to map where the bins are and establish if they are on land that we are responsible 

for.  If we are currently emptying bins that are on land we are not responsible for the intention is to hand 

the servicing of these back to the land owners.  This may be something to consider when planning any 

changes to the type of bins/type of litter and recycling collections that are offered on your land.   

On a side note - we do have some of the combined litter/recycling bins in our main towns.  The quality of 

recycling varies greatly and the recycling portion of the bins are unfortunately often contaminated.” 

224.21 It was resolved that three new bins are needed – at Forest Side, near the table tennis table, and at 

Playfield Road, by the play area and the adult gym equipment. The Village Hall Management Committee is 

also investigating replacing the bins in the village hall so the clerk will query whether a bulk discount could 

be applied. The council would like to purchase the Broxap Derby E bin in green. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Investigate cost of new litter bins for playing fields. 

 

225.21 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID  
Grant requests 

A Kennington Strollers – request for grant of £42 to hire Playfield Rd pavilion in October and November so 

attendees can have a hot drink after the walk  

226.21 It was agreed that the council would approve a grant to Kennington Strollers. This was proposed by Cllr. 

Smith seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

227.21 A proposal was made by Cllr. Feather to grant the sum of £42.00, seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Kennington Strollers of the council’s decision and arrange payment 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

B Oxfordshire County Council – Invitation to workshops to introduce Oxfordshire County Council's new 

priorities 

C VOWH Head of Legal Services and Monitoring Officer – invitation to ethical standards training 

228.21 It was agreed that Cllr. Feather would like to attend the workshop on 18 November and Cllrs. Ms Jempson 

and Mrs. Buckingham would like to attend on 9 November. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send joining instructions for workshops when received from district council 

 

D Parish Transport Representatives – PTR meeting and handbook  

229.21 It was agreed that the clerk will advertise this position in the Kennington Chronicle.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Advertise PTR vacancy in the Kennington Chronicle 

 

E Stop the Arc Group – Ox-Cam Arc Spatial Framework Consultation – request to publicise alternative survey 

230.21 It was resolved that the parish council will take no action at this stage. This was proposed by Cllr. Charlett 

seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and agreed by 10 votes for to 2 against with one abstention.   

 

Correspondence for information  
F Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme newsletter – forwarded to councillors 
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G Email of thanks received from Kennington Horticultural Society: 

“On behalf of the committee and members of Kennington Horticultural Society, I would like to thank the 

Parish Council, for their kind and most appreciated donation to the Society' funds. This comes at a time 

when our expenditure is quite high. I should be grateful if you would kindly pass on our thanks to the 

Council Members.” 

H CPRE - The Future of the English Countryside: a series of online lectures to celebrate CPRE Oxfordshire's 

90th anniversary – forwarded to councillors 

I Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizens Advice – invitation to AGM 2021 – forwarded to councillors 

J Oxfordshire County Council – National Highways and Transport Public Satisfaction Survey – forwarded to 

councillors 

K VOWH DC – CIL receipts of £7,315.30 will be transferred to Kennington Parish Council 

 

231.21 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30 September 2021 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £125,860.55 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,936.19 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £86,487.50 

Total £297,784.24 

 
Direct debits to be paid in October 

 

Accounts to be paid in October 

Reference 
No. 2021/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD EDF Energy 
Playfield Rd pavilion gas supply September 2021 

£8.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD Southern Electric 
Electricity supply Q2 for Playfield Rd pavilion (£175.90), 
Forest Side pavilion (£41.18) & war memorial (£24.63) 

£241.71 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976; War 

Memorials Act 1923 

Reference 
No. 2021/ 

   Power to Act 
 

102 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for September less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,176.32 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

103 Mr T Gore – Village Warden 
Salary for September less tax 

£354.93 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

104 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£295.29 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

105 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for September 

£378.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

106 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial grass cutting in October 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

107 Mr C Charlett 
Chairman’s quarterly allowance - Q3 (£145) and post-
mix for table tennis table (£20.12) 

£165.12 Section 111 LGA 
1972; LG (Misc Prov) 

Act 1976 

108 Savills (on behalf of St John’s College) 
Forest Side rent uplift 26/3/18 – 24/12/21 

£638.08 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 
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Amount to be transferred in October: £9,074.61 
 
232.21 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
233.21 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham seconded by Cllr. Cobb and voted 

unanimously. 

234.21 The external auditor’s report for 2020/21 was noted. 

235.21 The clerk will arrange a time with Cllrs. Cobb, Smith and Mrs. Buckingham to undertake the internal checks 

for the accounts from April – September 2021. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange time for internal checks meeting with Cllrs. Cobb, Smith and Mrs Buckingham 

 
236.21 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 7 September and draft minutes from 28 September 

2021 were noted.  

 

237.21 BOLLARDS ON BAGLEY WOOD ROAD 

238.21 It was resolved that this pavement is too narrow to install bollards, so the parish council will take no 

further action. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously. 

109 Amazon Payments UK Ltd 
A4 laminating pouches 

£7.48 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

110 Mrs R L Brown 
Buzz Network Virtual Landline for October (£7.96); 
SpiderOak (£89.70); ‘thank you’ gift for installing table 
tennis table (£28.00) 

£125.66 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

111 Kennington Horticultural Society 
Grant awarded at September meeting minute no’s. 
179.21 & 180.21 (to be paid directly to Village Hall) 

£167.50 General Power of 
Competence 

112 GeoXphere Ltd. 
Parish Online subscription 2021-22 

£108.00 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

113 Moore 
External audit fee 2020-21 

£480.00 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

114 Calber Facilities Management Ltd. 
Cleaning of Playfield Rd pavilion in August 

£153.89 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

115 Bryans Lock Services Ltd. 
2x sets of security keys for Playfield Rd pavilion 

£81.60 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

116 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd. 
Playing fields, verges and cemetery grass cutting in 
September 

£1,362.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976; Section 214 (6) 
LGA 1972; Highways 

Act 1980  

117 Ringrose Tree Services Ltd. 
Work carried out to Lime trees at Playfield Rd 

£3,420.00 LG (MIsc Prov) Act 
1976 

118 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire in September 

£40.00 Section 134(4) LGA 
1972 

119 Grundon Waste Management Ltd. 
Wheelie bins for September 

£70.74 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1876 

120 Viking Direct (Office Depot) 

HP 953XL black printer ink cartridge 

£37.79 Section 111 LGA 
1972 



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 14 October 2021  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 56 
 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Headway to inform them of the council’s decision. 

 

239.21 CHRISTMAS TREE AND LIGHTS 

240.21 It was resolved that the council will purchase a 12 ft tree from Oxford Sea Cadets at a cost of £100.00. This 

was proposed by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed unanimously. A proposal was 

made by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham to purchase two sets of lights for the cotoneaster bushes in warm white, 

which was seconded by Cllr. Feather and voted for by all. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase Christmas tree and lights for Christmas 2021. 

 

241.21 SCHEDULE OF WORK FOR GRASS CUTTING AND VILLAGE MAINTENANCE FROM 2022 

242.21 It was agreed that the recommended changes would be made to the contracts, as well as the addition of 

the eastern side of the slip road to the cycle track at the north end of the village and an annual trim of the 

cemetery hedge. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send invitations to tender to selected companies 

 

243.21 It was reported that the hedge at Forest Side is in need of a trim so the clerk will obtain quotations for 

this. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain quotations for trimming the hedge at Forest Side. 

 

244.21 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

245.21 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) – The PPG met on Tuesday and the Practice 

Manager has said that things will stay as they are at the moment in relation to COVID and face to face 

meetings. The GP who was due to start in September/ October is now not starting. Livi is going well and 

around 100 people per week are using the app. The CQC report is due in December - they seemed quite 

happy in their interim report. The flu vaccination clinics are now open and the practise gets money for 

every patient who has one. Healthwatch has undertaken a survey of access to GPs and the report is due 

out at the beginning of next year. Lots of people from Botley Medical Centre did this survey. Healthwatch 

is also looking at digital exclusion.  

246.21 Cllr. Cobb – Scouts - Scouts had a meeting last week. There is still an issue with a neighbour’s trees causing 

problems with the insurance company. The crack at the back of the building is opening up but the 

neighbours are reluctant to remove the trees as they don't want to look at the back of the scout hut. The 

neighbours are saying they won't have the trees done but the insurance company is saying they won't 

insure the building so this is still ongoing. Scouts are very pleased that Remembrance Sunday is going 

ahead this year. They have managed to get hold of some canoes and boats. There is a waiting list for all 

troops. 

247.21 Cllr. Baggott – St Swithun’s Church - On the 21st of September the heating system was checked but all 

nine heaters were condemned due to cracks. There is currently no heat in the church or church hall. They 

are pushing the manufacturers as the heaters were only installed in 2017. 

 

248.21 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

249.21 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham queried whether a council dinner can be arranged, as there has not been one for a 

number of years. This will be arranged for the Spring / Summer.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange council dinner in Spring / Summer 2022. 
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 It was queried whether there is anything the parish council can do to help people in the community with 

learning digital skills, and it was advised that the library offers this. There are issues with people not 

getting text messages or being able to book things online. It was agreed that this will be added as an item 

for future discussion.  

250.21 Cllr. Bakewell advised that he is only able to understand around 50% of speech when face coverings are 

employed. A concern was raised about removing the earth banks on Bagley Wood Road, as had been 

suggested in a recent planning application. It was advised that this application went to appeal and was 

overturned. 

251.21 Cllr. Smith advised that there are still brown bin issues and some have not been collected today. There is a 

concern that Vale of White Horse District Council is paying for a service that residents are not getting and 

it was queried whether the District Council is paying Biffa the full cost. 

252.21 Cllr. Ms Jempson advised that residents on Sandford Lane have mentioned that there have been rats on 
Poplar Grove. This could be reported to Environmental Health at the district council. There are delays on 
the 35 bus in both the morning and afternoon and stickers on bus shelters. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Village Warden to remove the stickers on the bus shelters. 

 

253.21 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Diana Lugova and Bob Johnston 

“1. Garden Waste service update. A temporary arrangement with Biffa was agreed which enabled to 
restart garden waste collection from 27 September. The temporary arrangement will deliver collection 
every four weeks, but twice as much garden waste allowed. The extra garden waste can be put out in 
cardboard boxes, old compost bags or bin bags. Temporary timetable is here 
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/recycling-rubbish-and-
waste/garden-waste/gardenwastecollectionchanges/ . Food waste is collected weekly, and your recycling 
and rubbish every two weeks as normal. 
2. Vale to reaffirm its climate commitment by joining influential leaders’ network. Following a motion 
agreed at its meeting on 6 October, Vale of White Horse District Council has agreed to start the process to 
join a national network which gives local government leaders greater influence and resources in tackling 
the climate emergency. UK:100 supports decision-makers across the UK in helping their towns, cities and 
counties make the transition to carbon Net Zero and is the only network for UK local leaders focused solely 
on climate, clean energy, and clean air policy. 
3. Council calls on the government to reverse the Universal Credit uplift cut. Following a motion at the 
Council meeting on Wednesday 6 October, Cllr Emily Smith, Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council, 
is to write to the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions to express 
grave concern about how families in the Vale will be impacted by the government’s decision to cut the £20 
Universal Credit uplift.  Cllr Smith will call on the government to reverse the cut and incorporate the £20 
uplift permanently into Universal Credit.” 
 

254.21 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Bob Johnston 
“1. County Councillors have now had a final briefing on the proposals for Lodge Hill.  The design of the two 

roundabouts has now been modified to make them much more cyclist and pedestrian friendly.  Parish 

Councils are to be offered a full briefing shortly, so I am not describing these proposals in detail.  It is hoped 

now to apply for formal planning permission most probably next February with work starting later in the 

year.  It would be hoped to have the slips open for the end of 2023 or the very start of 2024.  Traffic 

calming and speed limit changes have been passed over to the County Road Safety Team, with whom the 

local County Councillors have asked for an early meeting. 

2. Civil enforcement will start on the 1st of November.  For villages like Kennington there will be mobile 

patrols concentrating on hot spots.  I have asked for the areas outside the shops in Kennington Road and 
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the school to be designated as such and to have the double yellow lines in Poplar Grove removed.  To start 

with warning notices only will be posted, tickets will follow later.” 

 

255.21 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

Digital inclusion; purchase of bins for playing fields 

 

256.21 ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS – None  

 

Meeting closed at 9:20 pm 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


