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Benefits for wildlife and biodiversity

During the spring and summer of 2021 we have seen a diverse range of wild flowers and
grasses in the pilot ‘rewilded’ road verges along The Avenue.  We surveyed the verges in
July 2021, and found many different wildflowers including Yarrow, Red Campion, Meadow
Cranesbill, Oxeye Daisy, Ribwort Plantain, several species of fungi, and quite a few
invertebrates benefitting from the reduced mowing regime. The discovery of several
Pyramidal Orchids in the verge between St Swithun's Road and Playfield Road was a
highlight. The orchids and other wildflowers would have been mown off in previous years,
so this has had a real impact.

Goldfinches have been spotted feasting on thistle and hawkbit seed heads in the verges.
Invertebrates seen on the uncut verges include various species of Hoverfly, Bumblebee,
Honey bee, Beetle, Grasshopper, Shield Bug, Striped Snail, and butterflies including
Painted lady, Meadow Brown, Large White and Small Tortoiseshell.

Benefits for local people: community involvement

The verges project has provided a focus for community activity. Through grass-roots
community activities we have shared information about the verges pilot and ideas for how
the community can help to support our local wildlife.

Supporters Group: We have a small group of supporters who keep in touch by joining our
email list. Some of this group have helped to grow wild flower plug plants and continue to



help with plug planting and litter picking on the verges. Wild about Kennington has also
communicated with the community through our Facebook page and regular articles in
Kennington Chronicle.

Community Events: In July 2021 Wild about Kennington ran a stall at the Community
Summer Fun Day, with crafts for children and plant sales raising funds in aid of the new
Playfield Pavilion.  A constant stream of children made ‘pom-pom hedgehogs’ during the
afternoon, and the village map Treasure Hunt and plant stall were also very popular.  Wild
about Kennington’s poster display on how to create your own back garden wildflower
meadow, generated a lot of interest.

In August 2021 Wild about Kennington ran a stall at St Swithun’s School Fair. 38 families
joined us for insect themed crafts.

Logo Competition: In winter 2020/21 Wild about Kennington arranged a competition for
children aged 5 – 13 to design a logo for the verge signs. We were delighted to receive 42
entries. All participants were given a certificate and the winner and runners up enjoyed
small prizes. This was a great opportunity to involve local families, inform them about the
verges project, and the winning logo design by Florence, age 5, has pride of place on the
verge signs. Competition entries have been displayed in Kennington Library throughout
Summer/Autumn 2021.



Work with St Swithun’s Primary School

In April 2021 60 pupils from St Swithun’s year 6 joined us to see Oxfordshire Fire &
Rescue kindly install four swift boxes and a swift call sound system high on the north wall
of St Swithun’s Church in Kennington, while committee member Alison enthused the
children with information about swifts.

In July 2021, Wild about Kennington committee member Halcyon hosted a group of
children from St Swithun’s Primary School, who came to see her garden to learn how to
grow a wildflower meadow.

During summer term 2021, committee member Rosey Hollinrake advised St Swithun’s
Primary School on the development of two ‘wild meadow’ areas within the school grounds.

Challenges raised by the Verges pilot

Wild about Kennington acknowledges the following key concerns raised by the community
about the verges pilot this year:

1. Concerns about tall grass reducing visibility for traffic, and potential safety risk for
vehicle drivers and other road users.

2. Concerns about the untidy appearance of long grass, and not enough flowers.

Action plan for 2022

The following action plan addresses these concerns and is Wild about Kennington’s
proposal for continuing the verges project next year.

Kennington Parish Council needs to resolve issues with the mowing contractor
The contractors have not followed the specifications they had agreed to in the mowing
contract for the pilot rewilded verges. Specifically, they have not mown the 1m strip next to
the road and the vision splays at the road junctions every 3 weeks as required by the
mowing contract. Instead, we have noted that there has been a minimum of 4 weeks
between mowing sessions. The grass in these areas has therefore been allowed to grow
too tall in between mowings. This has understandably led to concerns about visibility.

The mowing contract stipulates that the pilot rewilded verges along The Avenue must be
cut fully, and all of the cuttings removed by mid-September. At the time of writing this
report in late-October 2021, the final cut and collect has still not been carried out. This has
understandably led to some complaints about the verges looking untidy and unkempt and
undermines the grass management system needed for success.

If the rewilded verges were managed as required in the mowing contract into which Wild
about Kennington provided input, the grass vigour and height would gradually reduce, and
wildflowers would become more abundant. This will both improve the appearance of these
verges to the general public, and improve their biodiversity.

Action: Kennington Parish Council should consider working more closely with the current
contractors to ensure the required cuts take place, or consider awarding the 2022 mowing



contract to other mowing contractors who are more able to carry out the required care of
the verge.

Further Suggested improvements for mowing regime for 2022
We propose a small modification to the mowing regime for 2022. The 1m strips alongside
the road edge, and the visibility splays at the road junctions should continue to be mown
every 3 weeks, as previously advised. However, in mid-June we suggest that the
contractors mow across half of the width of the pilot rewilded verges (rather than just a 1m
strip), leaving the half furthest from the road edge unmown for wildlife. Mowing half of the
.width of the verge in mid-June will not only improve visibility for traffic along The Avenue
at the time of year when the grasses are at their tallest, but it will also encourage more
wildflowers to appear in this mown strip later in the summer and autumn.

Action: If the project is permitted to continue, Wild about Kennington will put together
some revised wording for the 2022 mowing contract, together with a diagram showing this
more clearly.

Scarification and sowing yellow rattle
When the final ‘cut and collect’ mow for this year has been done, Wild about Kennington
will scarify some areas of the pilot verges where the verges are dominated by tall grasses
which are obscuring visibility, and out-competing the wildflowers.  Our plan is to scarify just
certain areas of the pilot verges which don't currently have many wildflowers, and to
scatter seed of Yellow Rattle in these areas. Yellow Rattle is an attractive annual wild
flower that parasitises grasses and therefore reduces their vigour. Managing the verges in
this way will reduce the height and dominance of the grasses, thereby enabling more
wildflowers to grow.

Action: Wild about Kennington will scarify certain areas ready for sowing Yellow Rattle
seed

Planting additional wildflowers into the pilot rewilded verges
Wild about Kennington will also carry out further plug-planting of wildflowers into the pilot
verges. We have been growing seedlings of various wildflowers including Oxeye Daisy,
Red Clover, Ladies Bedstraw, Bird's-foot Trefoil, Black Knapweed, Common Agrimony,
Ribwort Plantain. The plug-planting will be done as soon as the final cut has been
completed. This will increase the number of flowers beneficial to pollinators, and
also improve the appearance of the verges.

Action: Wild about Kennington will organise further plug-planting of wildflower seedlings

Members of the Wild about Kennington team extend their thanks to Kennington Parish
Council for their support of this project. Thank you to all who have supported Wild about

Kennington’s projects through donations and practical help and to
all who have taken part in the consultation.

Wild about Kennington are Rosey Hollindrake (Chair), Halcyon
Leonard (Treasurer), Rowan Guthrie (Secretary), Alison Muldal,
Amena Sutton, Jillian Andrews and Gillian Cox. (The committee
now has a formal constitution).


