
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
11 November 2021 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present: Cllr. Baggott  Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham Cllr. Charlett  Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder  

       Cllr. Ms. Jempson  Cllr. Johnston Cllr. Mrs. New   Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Powles  Cllr. Russell 

      

In Attendance: 1 member of the public and Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

 

257.21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Smith, Cllr. Cobb and District Councillor Diana Lugova  

 

258.21 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – The member of public advised that they were in attendance 

to find out the parish council’s decision about the grass verge ‘wilding’. 

 

259.21 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

260.21 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The parish council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 14 October 2021. 

 

261.21 REPORT OF THE CLERK  
New issues during the month  

A Email received from 20’s Plenty for Oxfordshire: 

“Over the last few months Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) have been progressing their plans for 20mph 

throughout the County and expect to roll out over a three year period.  They will be looking for councils 

who can demonstrate engagement with the community and motorists.  The reality is that signs alone will 

not be totally effective and to achieve compliance a strong social marketing campaign is required.  20’s 

Plenty for Oxfordshire have put together a Tool Kit with suggestions of how to create a campaign and links 

to OCC website to start your process of requesting 20mph.  I do hope this is of use but contact me if you 

need further input.” 

262.21 It was agreed that the council will start pursuing this idea and will arrange a public consultation to 

ascertain residents’ views. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and 

agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange public consultation in relation to a proposed 20mph speed limit in parts of 

Kennington and add to the agenda for a future meeting. 

 

B Email received in relation to a banner on the footbridge over the A34: 

“Just to let you know that a banner was being put on the railing of the footbridge over the A34 between 

Forest Side and Bagley Wood this morning when I drove to Headington. On the way back I saw it & it’s one 

of the extinction rebellion banners.” This has been removed since it was reported.  

C Email received from Vice-Chairman of South Hinksey Parish Council requesting a meeting with the 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman to explore the possibility of the parish councils working together in relation 

to the Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme. Clerk will arrange a meeting with Cllrs. Charlett and Cobb.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange meeting for Cllrs. Charlett and Cobb with South Hinksey and North Hinksey Parish 

Councils. 

 

D Request received from St Swithun’s Church that compostable cups are used for the mulled wine after 

Carols around the Tree. The clerk still has hundreds of polystyrene cups left over from previous years. 
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263.21 It was resolved that the parish council will use up its stock of cups but will purchase compostable cups in 

the future. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform St. Swithun’s Church of the council’s decision 

 

E Email from Waste Recycling Officer in relation to Christmas tree collections: 

“Please let me know if your parish would be able to provide a collection point for Christmas trees again this 

year? If this is possible please can you confirm the location of where the trees should be collected from 

ASAP. The trees will be collected when the garden service resumes during the Christmas catch up w/c 17 

January. 

Once confirmed I will send collection dates and posters to place around the parish.”. 

264.21 It was agreed that the Kennington Parish Council will offer Playfield Rd and Forest Side car parks as 

collection points for real Christmas trees.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Waste Officer of the council’s decision and advertise when posters are received 

 

F Phone calls from residents of St Swithun’s Road to advise that a tree had fallen down, there are branches 

piled up on the verge and a rowan tree looks like it needs some attention. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report damaged tree and pile of branches on Fix My Street 

 

G Email received from Envirocrime Team at district council to advise that there has been some fly tipping at 

Forest Side. Unfortunately, this has been investigated and there is no evidence for prosecution, but three 

number plates were found and have been passed on to Thames Valley Police. 

H Clerk attended VAT training at the end of October, organised by OALC, which included finding out more 

information about the VAT implications of building a new pavilion at Playfield Rd. The council will consider 

employing an additional member of staff to project manage the build of the new Playfield Road pavilion. 

I Email received from resident in relation to footpath no. 2: 

“I am emailing you as clerk to the parish council with a request for street lighting on the public footpath 

leading from near Avicenna chemist on Kennington Road up into Rowles Close and Upper Road. 

I was dismayed not to have any street lighting on that path yesterday evening when I made my way up it in 

total darkness. It was quite frightening to do so and the path is uneven underfoot.  

Hoping the parish council can look into this?” 

Clerk contacted Oxfordshire County Council and was informed that there is no funding from the county 

council for new street lights, but this could be provided at a cost of £18,500 + VAT for five new columns 

along this footpath.  

265.21 It was resolved that this is prohibitively expensive and that there is not enough room on the footpath for 

lighting columns, as it is already very narrow. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform resident that the parish council will not fund street lighting columns on the footpath 

between Kennington Road and Rowles Close. 

 

J Resident of Otters Reach contacted clerk to advise that there are regularly a couple of people hanging 

around at the bottom of Cow Lane, taking drugs and causing litter. They have also been throwing drinks 

bottles into a neighbouring garden. The resident was concerned that the female may be vulnerable, as she 

was seen with bags of clothes with her, although they have not been rough sleeping down Cow Lane. Clerk 

contacted PCSO to pass on the information and ask that she patrols the area when she is in Kennington. 



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 11 November 2021  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 61 
 

K Clerk discovered an email-forwarding issue, so some emails were not being received. However there does 

not seem to be a pattern as to which emails are not getting through. Clerk contacted Fasthosts about this, 

who were unable to find any problems, so the clerk contacted Paddy Landau for advice. 

 

Continuing issues  
L Email from resident chasing up information about the amenity area of Colley Wood. The clerk advised that 

a decision was made in summer 2012 that Pye Homes needed to undertake maintenance of the amenity 

area, as it owned the land. The maintenance of this area was therefore removed from the parish council’s 

contract and the parish council has been acting as a liaison with Pye Homes since then when issues have 

occurred. 

M A resident has volunteered to act as the Parish Transport Representative and would like to find out more 

information.  

N Clerk emailed Vanessa Bowler in relation to the issues around the resurfacing of Jackson Drive and queried 

whether any work is planned to the pavement on Liddiard Close. Cllr. Johnston advised that the remedial 

work to Jackson Drive will be completed on Monday, but there is no further news in relation to Liddiard 

Close so he will follow this up. 

O At the October meeting, Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham raised an issue with digital inclusion, as several members of 

the community do not have access or skills to use the internet or mobile phones for many day-to-day 

functions which are now taken for granted, and are therefore missing out. Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham reported 

that digital inclusion is one of Oxfordshire County Council’s priorities for the future, so it was agreed that 

the parish council will see what the county council proposes. It was reported that Healthwatch will also be 

completing a project on digital inclusion. 

P A quotation has been received from Broxap for replacement Derby E litter bins for Forest Side playing field 

(by the table tennis table) and Playfield Road playing field (adult gym area and outside the play area).  

266.21 It was resolved that the council would accept the quotation for three replacement bins and arrange 

installation with ground fixing spikes for the grass areas. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by 

Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and voted for by all. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase new Derby E litter bins for playing fields and arrange installation. 

 

267.21 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID  

A Annual donation to Royal British Legion 

268.21 A proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson to donate the sum of £1000, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and 

agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Royal British Legion of the council’s decision and arrange payment 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Look into price of poppies for lamp posts and Tommy silhouette for next year. 

 

Grant requests 

B Clean Slate – request of grant of £100 towards their work with victims of abuse 

269.21 It was agreed that the council would approve a grant to Clean Slate. This was proposed by Cllr. Baggott 

seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

270.21 A proposal was made by Cllr. Johnston to grant the sum of £50, which was seconded by Cllr. Patterson. An 

amended proposal was made by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and seconded by Cllr. Mrs New to grant the sum of 

£100. A vote was taken and the motion was lost. The former proposal then became the substantive 
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motion which was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Patterson and carried by 8 votes for and 4 

abstentions. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Clean Slate of the council’s decision and arrange payment 

 

C Kennington Youth Club – request for help with finances as the sessions are currently running at a loss due 

to Covid-19 restrictions 

271.21 It was agreed that the council would approve a grant to Kennington Youth Club. This was proposed by Cllr. 

Patterson seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

272.21 A proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson to grant the sum of £500, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and 

agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Kennington Youth Club of the council’s decision and arrange payment 

 

D Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE Oxfordshire) – 90th anniversary appeal  

273.21 It was agreed that the council would approve a grant to Campaign to Protect Rural England. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Charlett and agreed unanimously. 

274.21 A proposal was made by Cllr. Johnston to grant the sum of £50, seconded by Cllr. Charlett and agreed 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Campaign to Protect Rural England of the council’s decision and arrange payment 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

E Oxfordshire County Council – A34 Lodge Hill slips project – invitation to arrange virtual presentation for 

the parish council or to have a copy of the presentation sent over 

275.21 It was agreed that Kennington Parish Council would prefer a virtual meeting.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Oxfordshire County Council of the parish council’s decision and arrange a suitable 

time for the presentation.  

 

Correspondence for information  
F Kennington Community Larder – invitation to launch event on 10 November – forwarded to councillors 

G Fasthosts – Webmail is getting better! An updated user interface will launch on 11th November.  

 

276.21 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 29 October 2021  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £126,901.50 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,936.19 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £86,487.50 

Total £298,825.19 

 
Incoming received in October 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Invoice No.    

 Vale of White Horse District Council 
CIL share October 2021 

£7,315.30 

033/2021 Oxfordshire Skills Acquisition 
Hire of Playfield Rd pavilion Oct 2021 inc. key deposit 

£320.00 
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Direct debits to be paid in November 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in November 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amount to be transferred in November: £3,400.50 
 
277.21 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors. Cllr. Baggott queried 
why the cemetery maintenance budget was under-budget at this time of year. The clerk will look into this 
and report back to the council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report back to the council the reasons why the cemetery maintenance is under-budget 

Reference 
No. 2021/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD EDF Energy 
Playfield Rd pavilion gas supply September 2021 

£8.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD Information Commissioner’s Office 
Data Protection fee 2021 

£35.00 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

Reference 
No. 2021/ 

   Power to Act 
 

121 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for October less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,176.52 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

122 Mr T Gore – Village Warden 
Salary for October less tax 

£355.13 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

123 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£294.89 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

124 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for October 

£378.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

125 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial grass cutting in November 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

126 Kennington Strollers 
Grant awarded at October meeting – minute no’s. 
226.21 and 227.21 (to be paid to Playing Fields budget) 

£42.00 General Power of 
Competence 

127 Mrs R L Brown 
Buzz Network Virtual Landline for November (£7.96); 
Survey Monkey one month subscription (£99.00) 

£106.96 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

128 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd. 
Grass cutting of Playfield Rd, verges and cemetery in 
October 

£678.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976; Highways Act 

1980; Section 214 (6) 
LGA 1972 

129 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire in October 

£32.00 Section 134(4) LGA 
1972 

130 Oxfordshire Skills Acquisition 
Return of key deposit for hire of Playfield Rd pavilion 

£80.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

131 Amazon UK 
Net lights for cotoneaster bushes 

£31.98 General Power of 
Competence 

132 Grundon Waste Management Ltd 

Wheelie bins for October 

£65.24 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

133 Mrs R L Brown 

Postage for grass cutting contract ‘invitation to tender’ 
packs (£14.79) and 12 ft Christmas tree (£94.99) 

£109.78 Section 111 LGA 
1972; General Power 

of Competence 
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278.21 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Powles and voted unanimously. 

 

279.21 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 19 October 2021 were noted.  

 

280.21 ‘WILDING’ OF GRASS VERGES 

 The clerk presented the report on the consultation in relation to the verge ‘widing’ pilot project. 

281.21 Following a discussion, it was resolved that the parish council will continue the project for another year 

and then review it again. A meeting will be held with Wild about Kennington in January to discuss the 

plans for the wild verges before it goes ahead. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. 

Powles and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange meeting with council and Wild about Kennington in January to discuss the details of 

the ‘wilded’ verges for 2022. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform the grass cutting contractor of the council’s decision 

 

282.21 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

283.21 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) – The PPG has met monthly and has had 

speakers. The practice is being reviewed by the CQC in December and is working very hard towards this. 

Patients have reported that they are seeing improvements. 

284.21 Cllr. Baggott – St Swithun’s Church – New heaters have been delivered today and will be installed on 

Monday and Tuesday in the hall and church. The church is not being charged for the replacement heaters 

and will be sending the installation bill to the manufacturers. 

 

285.21 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

286.21 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham reported that she and Cllr. Feather attended the Oxfordshire Playing Fields 

Association AGM which was a good networking opportunity and the Community Development Officer, 

Andrew Parsons, who may be able to help with ideas for raising money for the new pavilion. Cllr. Mrs 

Buckingham also attended a meeting about Oxfordshire County Council’s nine priorities and a meeting 

about ethics for councillors, which was a bit disappointing as the presenter just read the slides. She also 

attended the opening of Kennington Community Larder and has asked Rev Alison Mathews if she will talk 

to the parish council about how this works. 

287.21 Cllr. Patterson reported that there is overgrown vegetation over the footpath from Bagley Wood Road to 

Upper Road and is blocking the pavement for mobility scooters and wheelchairs.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to the Upper Road resident to ask them to trim the vegetation from the footpath.  

 

288.21 Cllr. Ms Jempson asked if the link for the PPG could go on the village website. The clerk advised that there 

is a page on the website for the PPG, but it may be out of date – any updates can be forwarded to the 

clerk to update the website. 

289.21 Cllr. Gelder reported that the green storage cabin at Playfield Rd car park is in a poor state of repair and 

needs replacing before there is an accident. This will be added to the agenda for future discussion. 

290.21 Cllr. Baggott queried whether the council can look at the possibility of a second noticeboard or a bigger 

one at Forest Side, as the defibrillator takes over a large amount of the noticeboard there. The notice 

boards at Manor Grove and the Best One could also be bigger. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain quotations for three bigger noticeboards  
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291.21 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Diana Lugova and Bob Johnston 

“The main item is that the brown bin collection has now resumed.  What happened it appears is that on 
the first Monday in August is that 9 out of Biffa's 55 drivers simply did not turn up for work.  The hierarchy 
of collections is clear, general waste and food waste first, then recycling with garden waste last and so the 
service was suspended.  Biffa are now able to collect as before and residents will get an extra three 
months.  This is going to cost Biffa about £250,000.” 
 

292.21 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Bob Johnston 
“I thought this time I would start by setting out something of the bigger picture which is now emerging, 

especially in respect of County Highways.  We always thought that what would emerge when we took over 

in May and have access to all the budget data that it would not be good.  However what we have found is 

worse than we thought.  We now find that since 2010 County Highways has lost 40% of its maintenance 

budget.  In addition the Officers now inform us that the system needs an extra £20 million pounds a year 

just to keep the present level of maintenance going.  That is not going to happen, in spite of 

representations the government will not let us raise the Council Tax to pay for it, nor give us grant in aid to 

cover the bill, so there you have it. 

This put into context the two ongoing issues in Jackson Drive, the dead tree and the resurfacing.  The tree is 

on a list to be felled and have the stump ground out.  However while it is dead it is not rotten (I have 

examined it), it is not therefore an emergency.  It is on the Tree Teams list, but there are very few of them 

(3?) and they are responsible for the many thousands of County trees, it will eventually get to the top of 

the list and be dealt with.  The same is true of the resurfacing and I have to report that the Officers are 

spread so thinly that they cannot give the level of supervision you would find in an ideal world.  In that 

context I do not badger or harass County Officers who are doing the best they can given the present level 

of recourses, not do I dabble in day to day operational matters. 

 I have investigated the Poplar Grove yellow line repainting.  This was a mistake.  The contractor had no 

authority to repaint those particular lines and they are now again on a list to be removed.” 

Cllr. Johnston also advised that there has been a ‘spirited discussion’ between councillors and officers in 

relation to the traffic calming measures as part of the Lodge Hill project and a tremendous number of 

measures were discussed at the meeting. Officers will agree a final list of proposed speed limit changes 

and traffic calming measures, which the parish council will be consulted on.  

 

293.21 Cllr. Johnston reported that there is a grey Vauxhall Corsa which has been parked near the corner of 

Manor Grove and is blocking the junction with The Avenue.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Investigate and report to DVLA / police / district council as appropriate  

 

294.21 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

20’s Plenty for Oxfordshire; Replacement of green storage container at Playfield Road; Replacement notice 

boards for Manor Grove, Best One and Forest Side 

 

The Chairman moved that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting to prevent 

disclosure to them of confidential information in relation to the Parish Transport Representative. 

 

295.21 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS – Parish Transport Representative 

296.21 It was agreed that the resident who has volunteered to act as the Parish Transport Representative can do 

so and will report back to the council as appropriate.  
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Meeting closed at 8:46 pm 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


