
Summary of Meeting on 24 January 2022 

Wild Verges Project 

Kennington Parish Council and Wild about Kennington 

 

In attendance: Kennington Parish Council - Cllrs. Bob Johnston, Colin Charlett, Colin Smith and Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

Wild about Kennington – Rosey Hollinrake, Alison Muldal, Amena Sutton and Rowan Guthrie 

 

A meeting had been requested by Wild about Kennington (WAK) to discuss the wild verges project in Kennington and 

to suggest some changes to the contract for 2022. 

Concerns were raised by Wild about Kennington about the grass cutting contractors not complying with the contract 

in 2021, including: 

• Not cutting 1m strips adjacent to the road and vision splays every three weeks, thus risking pedestrian and 

driver safety. This was not started until mid-June and was only done six times in the year. 

• The cut and collect should have been completed by mid-September, however this did not take place until 

November. 

Wild about Kennington would like to ensure that the contract is adhered to and improved upon. There were also 

concerns about the safety of the workers, who were observed not wearing the correct PPE. 

Kennington Parish Council (KPC) acknowledged that there were ‘teething problems’ with the change to the contract, 

which had been exacerbated by the contractor’s staffing problems due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Improvements to the Wild Verges Project 

WAK thanked the parish council for carrying out the public consultation in relation to the wild verges and has tried to 

address some of the issues raised by residents. 

• Driver and pedestrian safety is paramount and must be improved upon – the clerk will liaise with the 

contractor if kerb strips and vision splay cuts are not taking place as agreed. 

• Appearance – WAK are trying to improve the floral interest by sowing seeds such as yellow rattle, which will 

reduce the height and vigour of the long grass. Perennial natives have also been planted to add interest.  

WAK suggested that if, by mid-June, the grass is very tall and causing a problem, a one-off cut of half the verge 

closest to the road could take place. This could be charged as a one-off cut from the contractors, who may require a 

few weeks’ warning if this will be needed. 

It was agreed that a clause would be added into the contract so that the additional cut can take place if needed. The 

clerk will be able to authorise the cut if it is between meetings, as it would cost under £500. 

Wild about Kennington will continue communication on Facebook and in the Chronicle about why this project is 

being done – it is not intended to look ‘pretty’, but to help increase biodiversity. The signs in the verges will be 

reused again this year. 

A further issue was raised with the 2021 project, where the verge outside the school (behind the bus stop) kept 

being cut by the contractors. The clerk will check it is in the contract and ensure this is communicated to the 

contractor.  

 

Actions for Clerk 

Draft contract to be added to agenda for February council meeting for authorisation 3 February 2022 

Meet with contractor to agree changes to contract End Feb 2022 

Grass cutting contract to start – monitor throughout season March 2022 

 


