
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
12 May 2022 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present: Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Baggott  Cllr. Charlett Cllr. Cobb  Cllr. Gelder  Cllr. Johnston  

  Cllr. Ms. Jempson     Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Powles Cllr. Smith 

       

In Attendance: 1 member of the public, District Councillor Diana Lugova and Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

 

1.22 ELECT CHAIRMAN and sign the declaration of acceptance of office 

Cllr. Charlett was nominated by Cllr. Smith, seconded by Cllr. Gelder and elected unopposed. He thanked 

the members of the Parish Council and signed the declaration of office. 

 

2.22 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Feather and Cllr. Mrs Buckingham 

 

3.22 ELECT VICE-CHAIRMAN  
Cllr. Cobb was nominated by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Smith and elected unopposed.  

 

4.22 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None 

 

5.22 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

6.22 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The parish council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 14 April 2022 as a true record.  

 

Cllr. Powles joined the meeting 

7.22 APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES AND SIGNATORIES FOR CHEQUES  

It was agreed that the following would be appointed to the committees and outside bodies.  

 

8.22 COMMITTEES   

9.22 1. Finance Committee - The whole council 

2. Planning Committee - Cllrs. Charlett, Feather, Gelder, Ms. Jempson, Patterson, Powles, Smith 

3. Playing Fields Committee - Cllrs. Feather, Mrs. Buckingham, Charlett, Smith, Russell, Patterson plus 

representatives from Football Club (2), Cricket Club (3) and member of the public (1) 

4. Personnel Committee – Cllrs. Charlett, Johnston, Mrs. Buckingham, Patterson, Cobb and Baggott 

 

10.22 OUTSIDE BODIES 

1. Village Hall Management Committee - Cllr. Charlett 

2. Youth Club – Cllr. Feather 

3. Patient Participation Group – Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham 

4. Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC) – Cllr. Patterson and Cllr. Charlett 

5. Friends of Kennington Library – Vacant 

6. Scouts and Cubs – Cllr. Cobb 

 

11.22 BANK SIGNATORIES 

Four signatories for the bank accounts - Cllrs. Baggott, Charlett, Patterson and Cobb were approved.   

12.22 All the above committee members were proposed by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Smith and all elected 

unopposed. 
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13.22 REPORT OF THE CLERK  

New issues during the month  

A  Email from resident to advise that there is a branch overhanging the BMX track and blocking it. Clerk 

arranged for this to be cut down. 

B Phone call from ‘swift supporter’ in London requesting information about how the swift boxes were 

installed on St Swithun’s Church. Clerk passed on details for Wild about Kennington.  

C Email from Fasthosts to query whether the domain name kennington-pc.gov.uk should be renewed for the 

next two years at a cost of £61 +VAT. Clerk confirmed that this needs to be renewed. 

D Confirmation received that the Women’s Cycle Tour will be racing through Kennington on Saturday 11th 

June. An email from the district council suggests ways in which the parish council could get involved. 

14.22 It was agreed that the clerk would ask if St Swithun’s School and youth organisations would like to do 

anything to mark the occasion. The event will also be publicised on Facebook and in the Kennington 

Chronicle. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact school and youth organisations about Women’s Cycle Tour and publicise on 

Facebook and in Kennington Chronicle 

 

E The planter at the north sign has gone missing again. This was replaced last year at a cost of £165.48. Clerk 

has put a post on Facebook to ask if anyone has any information on its whereabouts. 

15.22 It was resolved that the council will not replace this, due to the cost to the taxpayers. This was proposed 

by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Charlett and agreed. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Publicise the decision not to replace the flower planter and the reason. 

 

F Email from VOWH DC to advise that a ‘deep cleanse’ of Kennington has been scheduled for 20/06/22, 

which will include litter picking, sweeping and removing weeds and moss from pavements. It will not 

include weed spraying, general gardening, cutting grass/vegetation or removing weeds and moss from the 

roads. A request for areas to prioritise has been requested, with a deadline of 20 June 2022. 

16.22 It was agreed that the council would request for these areas to be prioritised: 

1. Footpath from Upper Road to Bagley Wood Rd – leaves to be cleared 

2. Meadow View Road and Poplar Grove – clear moss and vegetation from pavements 

3. Links Road and Liddiard Close – clear moss and vegetation from pavements 

4. Footpath from Woodcroft to Upper Road – clear weeds from footpath 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request that the areas above are covered as part of the ‘deep cleanse’. 

 

Continuing issues  
G Apologies received from BGG that, due to annual leave, sickness and Covid, the hedge between Playfield 

Road and the memorial field was not cut last year.  

H A meeting was held with members of the parish council and representatives from the churches, band and 

uniformed organisations in the village to discuss this year’s Remembrance Sunday parade. Some 

suggestions have been made and a further meeting will be arranged to confirm the arrangements. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange meeting to agree Remembrance Sunday parade and service and report back to the 

council. 

 

I The Best Kept Garden competition has been arranged for Saturday 2nd July, but the working party has 

been unable to meet so far to discuss the arrangements for this year’s competition. A meeting has been 

arranged for Thursday 19th May to discuss this year’s competition. 
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Add Best Kept Garden competition to the agenda for the June meeting 

 

J Malcolm Clamp has offered to act as the internal auditor again for Kennington Parish Council, at a cost of 

£320.00 

17.22 It was resolved that the parish council will employ Malcolm Clamp to act as the council’s internal auditor 

for 2021/22. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Malcolm Clamp of the council’s decision and arrange internal audit to be undertaken 

 

K Clerk chased up the outcome of the 20mph speed limit application, as this was submitted in February but 

there had been no further information since the acknowledgment email was received. Clerk received an 

apology that the Team Leader had sent the email to himself by mistake. Clerk passed on the results of the 

consultation held earlier in 2022, as requested. There is a long list of requests, which the team is working 

through, and they will be in touch in due course. 

L The Village Warden has requested a high-vis jacket for the winter. A personalised jacket (with Kennington 

Parish Council) on the back would be approximately £35+ VAT with an additional £10 for personalisation. 

The Village Warden has also requested a leaf scoop (£25) 

18.22 It was resolved that the council will purchase a personalised jacket and leaf scoop for the Village Warden. 

This was proposed by Cllr. Powles, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed by the majority. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase personalised high-vis jacket and leaf scoop for the Village Warden 

 

M Clerk and Chairman met with resident of Otters Reach in relation to ownership of the strip of land 

between the Cow Lane boundary and the fences adjoining Otters Reach. Clerk contacted VOWH District 

Council, who advised to contact the Land Registry. This land does not appear on the online search, but an 

official search of the map can be made at a cost of £4. Resident has requested a copy of the council’s title 

plan of Cow Lane.  

Cow Lane does not appear to have been visited in April as part of the bi-monthly village maintenance, 

which was added to this year’s contract. Clerk has contacted BGG to remind them. 

19.22 It was resolved that the clerk will request an official search of the map and also request an official search 

to determine who is responsible for the wall on the corner of Meadow View Road. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request official land registry search to determine owner of the strip of land on Cow Lane and 

the wall on the corner of Meadow View Road. 

 

N Clerk has sent the damaged Union Jack flag for repair, but this will need to be trimmed and re-sewn. A 

quotation has been requested for a new flag for special occasions – on the website this would be £105.50 

+ VAT including anti-fray netting, Englefield clips and delivery, although a discount may be available. 

20.22 It was agreed that the clerk will purchase a new Union Jack flag up to a cost of £105.50. This was proposed 

by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed by all. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase new Union Jack flag to be kept aside for special occasions 

 

O Clerk contacted the Envirocrime Team at VOWH in relation to adding notices to the bins about where dog 

waste can be deposited. They do not have any signs left, but were happy for these to be printed and stuck 

on the bins.  

21.22 It was agreed that the clerk would obtain a price for self-adhesive posters. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request quotation for self-adhesive posters for the bins. 
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P The Peace Mile posts are still in the clerk’s shed, but a decision has not yet been made about the welcome 

boards. These could take the form of a printed information board or a metal sign, as the idea to provide a 

sign similar to those in Bagley Wood was too expensive. 

22.22 It was resolved that Oxfordshire County Council will be asked if they would be able to produce metal signs 

and request a price if so.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request price for metal signs for Kennington Peace Mile 

  

Q Email from Planning Policy Team Leader: 

“Dear colleagues, 

Thank you for submitting an application to join South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District 

Councils in piloting a new, simpler approach to neighbourhood planning. 

I am pleased to inform you that your application was successful and you have been selected to take part in 

the pilot.   

We will shortly be inviting you to a virtual meeting where we can explain what this project will entail and 

the next steps. It will also be an opportunity for you to ask any questions.  

For information, the community groups selected to take part in the pilot are: Great Haseley Parish Council, 

Moulsford Parish Council and Stoke Row Parish Council in South Oxfordshire and West Challow Parish 

Council, Kennington Parish Council and Fyfield and Tubney Parish Council in the Vale of White Horse.  

We are very much looking forward to working with you.  

If you have any questions or would like further information in the meantime please do not hesitate to 

contact me.” 

23.22 It was resolved that the clerk will advertise on Facebook, Chronicle and noticeboards for any residents 

who are interested in being involved. Cllr. Patterson and at least one other representative from 

Kennington Parish Council should be involved. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask for volunteers in Kennington Chronicle, Facebook and noticeboards 

 

24.22 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   
A Kennington Chronicle - request for grant due to the effect of Covid on advertising income  

25.22 It was resolved that the council will take a full-page advert for a year to publicise the need for new 

councillors at the May 2023 elections at a cost of £450. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by 

Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Kennington Chronicle of the council’s decision. 

 

B  Botley and Kennington PPG – request for grant towards the cost of the internal garden at Kennington 

Health Centre 

26.22 It was resolved that the council would approve a grant to Botley and Kennington PPG. This was proposed 

by Cllr. Smith seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

27.22 A proposal was made to grant the sum of up to £200, upon production of receipts, by Cllr. Patterson,   

seconded by Cllr. Johnston and voted for unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Botley and Kennington PPG of the council’s decision. 

 

C  Request to cover hall hire charge for a meeting for Ukrainian refugees and their hosts to meet and share 

experiences 
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28.22 It was resolved that the council would approve a grant to cover the room hire cost for a meeting of 

Ukrainian refugees and their hosts. This was proposed by Cllr. Smith seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed 

unanimously. 

29.22 A proposal was made to grant the sum of £34 by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Cobb and voted for 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform resident of the council’s decision. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request that the parish council could put up a display at the meeting 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

D Litter Bugs Detective Trail – request to organise another trail in Kennington over the summer 

30.22 It was resolved that the council would suggest that a trail could take place around Playfield Road playing 

field again. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Waste and Recycling Officer that Playfield Road playing field can be used for a Litter 

Bug Detective Trail 

 

E NALC survey on direct funding to gather views / experiences from member councils of all sizes regarding 

their finances and direct funding  

31.22 It was agreed that the clerk will respond on behalf of Kennington Parish Council 

ACTION FOR CLERK –Respond to NALC survey on direct funding from the government by 17 May 

 

F Oxfordshire County Council - CONSULTATION – Various Roads (South and Vale) - Proposed Disabled 

Persons Parking Places (deadline 20 May 2022) 

31.22 It was agreed Kennington Parish Council has no objections to these proposals 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to consultation on behalf of the parish council 

 

G OALC - EV charging points - OCC want to know levels of interest in parishes & towns  

32.22 It was resolved that the clerk will respond on behalf of Kennington Parish Council 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to consultation on behalf of Kennington Parish Council by the end of May 

 

H Waste Team – Waste facility tours – forwarded to councillors.  

I CPRE Oxfordshire – invitation to AGM on Saturday 25 June  

J Email to advise that the next meeting of the Community Governance and Electoral Issues Committee will 

take place on Thursday 26 May, with the agenda being published on 18 May.  

33.22 It was agreed that Cllr. Patterson will attend this meeting on behalf of Kennington Parish Council.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Pass on details of meeting to Cllr. Patterson when they arrive 

 

K Invitation to AGM of The Abingdon Bridge on Monday 6th June at 7pm. 

 

Correspondence for information  
L East West Railway Company - Meeting notes and slides for EWR Local Representatives Group for Oxford & 

Surrounding Areas now available – forwarded to councillors 

M South and Vale - Councils pay out more than £8 million to help with energy bills – forwarded to councillors 

and added to website and Facebook 

N OALC – updated training programme - emailed to councillors.  
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34.22 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 29 April 2022 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £143,114.51 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,944.68 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £86,487.50 

Total £315,046.69  

 
Income received in April 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Direct debits to be paid in May 
 

Accounts to be paid in May 

   

Vale of White Horse District Council 
1st half precept 2022/23 

£50,573.50 

Vale of White Horse District Council 
Kennington CIL Share April 2022 

£651.65 

Reference 
No. 2022/ 

   Power to Act 
 

DD EDF Energy 
Pavilion gas supply  

£11.33 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD Southern Electric 
Pavilion electricity 

£319.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD Castle Water 
War memorial water supply to 31 Aug 2022 

£72.95 War Memorials Act 
1923 

Reference 
No. 2022/ 

   Power to Act 
 

020 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for April less tax, NI & pension contribution   

£1,187.61 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

021 Mr T Gore – Village Warden 
Salary for April less tax 

£361.22 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

022 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for April 

£384.61 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

023 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£316.47 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

024 Mr T Fleming 
War memorial grass cutting volunteer 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

025 Oxford Green Belt Network 
Subscription to Oxford Green Belt Network 2022/23 

£15.00 General Power of 
Competence 

026 Mr T Gore 
Reimbursement for safety boots for Village Warden 

£22.70  

027 Mrs R L Brown 

Buzz Network Virtual Landline (£7.96), SID connectors 
(£3.64) & equipment for Village Warden (£31.00), 
Fasthosts gov.uk renewal (£73.20) and garden 
competition trophy engraving (£28.80) 

£144.60 Section 111 LGA 
1972; Highways Act 

1980; LG (Misc Prov) 
Act 1976; General 

Power of 
Competence 
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Total to be transferred in May: £6,588.59 
 
35.22 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
36.22 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Gelder and voted unanimously. 

37.22 The annual governance statements for 2021/22 (Section 1 of the AGAR) were agreed. This was proposed 
by Cllr. Gelder seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

 
38.22 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The draft minutes from the Planning Committee meeting held on 26 April 2022 were noted.    

 

39.22 TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES 

40.22 It was agreed that the Terms of Reference together with delegated authorities of the Planning, Playing 
Fields, Personnel and Finance Committees, along with general terms for committees and working parties 
had been reviewed and agreed. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed 
unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Upload updated Terms of Reference to website.  

 
41.22 PARISH COUNCIL POLICIES 
42.22 It was agreed that the following policies had been reviewed and agreed: tree; public participation; grants 

requests; social media; equality and diversity; acceptable use of ICT; complaints procedure; data 
protection; child safeguarding and website protocol. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston  seconded by Cllr. 
Cobb and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –Upload updated policies to website. 

 
43.22 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES AND RISK ASSESSMENT STATEMENT 

028 Bryans Lock Services 
1x set of security keys for Playfield Road 

£54.60 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

029 S G Moncur 
Repair stone wall at The Links, repair pavilion post and 
replace noticeboards 

£445.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976; Section 142 

LGA 1972 

030 Community First Oxfordshire 
CFO membership 2022/23 

£70.00 General Power of 
Competence 

031 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire in April 

£80.00 Section 134(4) LGA 
1972 

032 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd. 
Playing field, highway verge and cemetery grass cutting 
& village maintenance in April 

£2,004.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976; Highways Act 

1980; Section 214 (6) 
LGA 1972  

033 Zurich Municipal Insurance 
Parish council insurance 2022/23 

£887.77 Section 111 LGA 
1972 

034 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 

Training courses for Cllrs. Cobb and Mrs. Buckingham 
(Charity Law, Chairmanship, The Experienced Councillor 
and Managing Difficult People) 

£528.00 Local Government 
Act 1972. s175 

035 Grundon Waste Management Ltd. 

Wheelie bins in April less credit for collection error 

£37.01 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 
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44.22 It was resolved that the Aims and Objectives of Kennington Parish Council, and the risk assessment 
statement had been reviewed and agreed. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Cobb  
and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –Upload updated documents to website. 

 
45.22 STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
46.22 It was resolved that the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations for Kennington Parish Council had 

been reviewed and agreed. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed 
unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add documents to website. 

 
47.22 GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE 
48.22 It was agreed that Kennington Parish Council currently meets the criteria for the General Power of 

Competence, and it was resolved that the council will continue to adopt this power. This was proposed by 
Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed unanimously.  

 
49.22 ASSET REGISTER AND PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE 

50.22 It was agreed that the parish council would accept the premium of £887.77 from Zurich as part of the five-

year long-term agreement.  

 

51.22 MEETING DATES FOR 2022-23 

 The meeting dates up to and including the next annual meeting of the council were agreed. 

  

52.22 STORAGE CONTAINER BEHIND VILLAGE HALL 

53.22 It was agreed that this item would be deferred to the June meeting. 

 

54.22 BIG JUBILEE LUNCH  

55.22 A budget of £200 was agreed for the clerk to arrange a Big Jubilee Lunch on Sunday 5th June at Forest Side 

playing field. This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Ms. Jempson and agreed 

unanimously. Residents will be invited to bring a picnic and light refreshments, such as tea, coffee, soft 

drinks, cake and ice cream will be available at the pavilion. Traditional games will be available to play and 

1950’s or royal fancy dress will be welcomed. Volunteers are needed to help with serving refreshments 

and supervising the games. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange Big Jubilee Lunch on Sunday 5th June 2022 

 

56.22 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

57.22 Cllr. Charlett reported that the floor in the main hall at the Village Centre will have some work undertaken 

during August, so the hall will be unavailable to hire for at least ten days. 

 

58.22 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

59.22 Cllr. Bakewell queried what was meant by “clean and renovate” when the restoration work was 

undertaken at the war memorial. It was clarified that the lettering was reinstated, as well as cleaning and 

renovating the war memorial and steps. 

60.22 Cllr. Ms. Jempson advised that the meter cupboard by the health centre has been kicked in. This belongs 

to Kennington Health Centre. 
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61.22 Cllr. Charlett reported that the dentist has retired. He has been in Kennington for the past 36 years and it 

was agreed that the parish council would write a letter of thanks. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write letter of thanks to Dr Galvin from the parish council 

 

62.22 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Diana Lugova and Bob Johnston 

1. “Latest update on Park and Charge Scheme. Due to technical difficulties, there is a temporary delay to the 
launch of the Park and Charge scheme to install 124 EV chargers across South and Vale. This is due to 
several factors including the global shortage of microchip components, which has affected many 
manufacturers including mobile phone companies and car makers. More info here Park & Charge 
Oxfordshire (parkandchargeoxfordshire.co.uk) 

2. 29 Colley Wood. We are still waiting for the report from Madeleine Duddy and will share an update at the 
earliest opportunity. “ 
 

63.22 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston  
“I am still awaiting confirmation of the traffic calming measures in respect of the Lodge Hill slip roads 
scheme.  I am not expecting any surprises.  I suspect that the delay is due to the poor handover from the 
Officer previously responsible for the project. 
The consultation period for the Oxford flood relief channel has now closed.  As County Councillor I have 
contributed to previous consultations and this time to the Vale final response.  My main concerns remain 
the close siting of one of the compounds to South Hinksey village, the ability for a lorry to access and leave 
the A34 every three minutes and whether the flow changes to Mundy's bridge in North Kennington will 
actually work.  I have pressed at all times for more spoil to be removed by rail.  This would be more 
expensive, but much more environmentally friendly.  I have persuaded them not to use either ash 
(problems with die back) or sycamore (not native and a poor supporter of biodiversity) in the tree planting 
schemes. “ 

 

64.22 MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

Storage container behind Village Hall 

 

65.22 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 

66.22 The Chairman and Clerk agreed that the members of the public did not need to leave the room, as the 

item to be discussed would become public knowledge once it had been reported. The Chairman read out 

the Clerk’s letter of resignation.  

67.22 It was agreed that the Parish Clerk vacancy would be advertised free of charge in Kennington Chronicle, 

OALC website and newsletter, Facebook, DWP find a job service, village noticeboards and website as well 

as 2 weeks of ‘gold’ advertising with SLCC at a cost of £211 + VAT. 

     

Meeting closed at 8:39 pm 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 

https://parkandchargeoxfordshire.co.uk/
https://parkandchargeoxfordshire.co.uk/

