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New Issues 

A Winner of 2021 Best Kept Garden Competition rang Clerk (12 Sept) to ask whether her name had been engraved 
on the Winner’s Trophy.  Clerk said she would find out and get back to her.  Clerk visited 2022’s winner to ask. 
Engraving showed incorrect year.  Clerk sorted and took trophy to last year’s winner for a few months.  Will then 
collect and deliver to this year’s winner once 2022 engraving carried out. 

B Email received from Alison Peddell (13 Sept): ‘Hi Anne, in my role of chair to the horticultural society , I am 
frequently asked about the above  competition.(2022 Best Kept Garden Competition). Not everyone is on 
Kennington connected! Please could you arrange for the results to be put on notice boards ( I appreciate not in 
your time!)  I am also aware that last years winners have not had their names added to the trophy! This does 
not show the parish council in a good light thank you.’ Clerk replied. List of winners on all Village Noticeboards 
and results in October’s edition of Kennington Chronicle.   

C Cllr. Charlett received email from Julia Gregory (BBC funded Local Democracy Reporter covering Camden, 
Hackney & Islington) (13 Sept) regarding Silver Trees, a property that Hackney Borough Council purchased 
several years ago. ‘I wonder if I could have a chat as I know it caused concern in the past and there had been 
"operational difficulties".’ Cllr. Charlett contacted her and explained that there had been no difficulties that the 
Parish Council had been made aware of.  She reported that as Hackney Borough Council has not used the house 
since the first Lock-Down and is now planning to sell the property. 

D Resident contacted Clerk (13 Sept) to report leak at top of Upper Road and Edward Road.  Also to request the 
large hole in car park at Playfield Road playing field be repaired - concerned someone will trip and fall.  Water 
leak has been reported.  Issue of the car park on the Playing Fields Committee meeting agenda. 

E Barclays Bank Mandate signed and sent via recorded delivery to enable Clerk to register invoices (15 Sept).  
Clerk contacted Bank – it had mislaid form – now being fast-tracked. 

F Contacted Oxford Preservation Trust requesting they take their cattle warning signs down from the Memorial 
Field as the cattle are no longer there.  These signs put off dog walkers to enter the field.  

G Received request Christine Ravenscroft (16 Sept) asking if the website could be updates with regard to the 
Kennington and United Choirs.  Clerk amended details on page.   

H Request received from Vicky Gilson, Natural England Field Unit to carry out a spider survey at the conifers in 
Forest Side Playing Field.  Clerk replied explaining that the Council would have no objections but that if she is 
contacting landowners pointed her to Savills, being St Johns College’s agents.  

I Resident reported tree in Forest Side car park has begun to collapse.  Clerk was requesting quotes to carry out 
works when tree collapsed – Oxford Tree Surgeons quoted £770 and could carry out work to make the tree safe 
on same day. Would come back and grind stump out at a later date.  After getting authorisation from  Cllr. Cobb, 
Clerk instructed firm to carry out work.   

J Received posters and information from Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) regarding free help – ‘Are you 
struggling with rising living costs due to fuel bills?’  Displayed posters on Village noticeboards.  Forwarded to 
Amena for possible inclusion into next month’s Chronicle. 

K Resident contacted Clerk asking if there were any plans for another dentist to take over along The Avenue.  
Clerk was unaware of anything.   

L Critical incident: burst water main at the Heyford Hill roundabout on the Oxford Ring Road. Received message 
from Oxfordshire County Council, which Clerk forwarded to all Councillors and posted on Facebook and website.   

 
 

Continuing issues 

M Damage to Kenville Road Bus Shelter – Insurance Company has asked re-opened the file and requested 
information.  Shelter Solutions programmed to carry out repairs on 4 November 2022. 5 Oct -  Clerk received 
form to complete with regard to Zurich Insurance PLC recovering monies back from the third party. 

N Lowered the two flags in respect for the late Queen. Cllr. Patterson changed and raised flags on Tuesday 20 
September after national mourning for the late Queen ended.  Ordered and received new Union Flag 

O Oxfordshire Code of Conduct training for 15 September has been cancelled – informed Councillors.  Reminded 
all of the training on 28 September at 7pm if anyone would like to attend. 

P Handed Calbers litter bin key to enable them to empty litter bins in the playing fields and play areas. (12 Sept) 
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Q GreenThumb Date Notification – change of date to 24 September to carry out the grass treatment on the War 
Memorial – forwarded email to Toby Flemming for his information. 

R Responded to resident requesting ownership of parcel of land in Rowles Close, suggesting he contact the Land 
Registry. 

S Checked that tree overhanging path along footpath up to playing field at Playfield Road, running along Small 
World Nursery had been cut back. All done. 

T Responded to resident who’s dogs were attacked by dog at Playfield Road playing field, informing him of the 
Council’s plans of erecting signs at both playing fields reminding dog owners of their responsibilities and also 
putting signs up banning dogs from the enclosed play areas.  Clerk contacted Oxfordshire Playing Fields 
Association -awaiting advice.  

U Responded to resident regarding hole in pavement at the beginning of Bagley Wood Road, explaining that 
reporting to OCC via FixMyStreet is the only way of reporting these things, but that if it is still unresolved within 
a reasonable time period to contact our County Councillor.   

V Responded to same resident regarding concerns of delivery lorries using mini roundabout at junction of Bagley 
Wood Road to turn.  Explained that, as long as lorries turning as carrying it out safely there is nothing the 
Council can do.  Clerk has still to mention these concerns to Co-Op in the hope it will let it’s drivers aware 

W Contacted Martin Cuddy, the village’s Parish Transport Representative explaining that we will forward to him 
any comments regarding the proposed Oxford Traffic filters and invited him to Council meetings whenever he 
has anything to report or when any developments materialise.  Also added a piece in the Chronicle as Martin 
requested, so as local residents know of his existence. 

X Responded to Colley Wood resident who was asking about planting a boundary hedge to Forest side playing 
field.  Clerk explained that although the Council has no objection to a hedge being planted, the resident may 
like to contact St John’s College’s agents (Savills) as Kennington Parish Council leases this playing from the 
college. Received email, explaining that resident had contacted Savills who said it was up to the Council. 
Resident is requesting permission to cut down old ash tree to lay a boundary hedge.  Chairman and Vice-
Chairman agreed for tree to be cut down. Clerk informed resident. 

Y Contacted Mrs Bromley explaining that the Council will purchase bench to be installed at the War Memorial so 
would ask her to contribute towards the plaque.  Requested words she would like on the plaque.  She has 
responded thanking the Council for this and will get back with the wording for the plaque. 

Z Contacted Hefin Davies to give the Council a quote for carrying out work on the hedge between the Memorial 
field and the Playing field at Playfield Road. He is no longer working in this area.  

AA Contacted Said Business School to report the bright light near their boundary at the bottom near Kennington 
Road, being too bright as at certain times of the day this can be blinding and dangerous.  Done 

AB Contacted Paul Humpherson regarding the bakery at Sandford Road Industrial Estate, explaining that the 
Council did not feel it could get involved between Landlord and tenant.  Paul responded: ‘Thanks to you and 
the Council for the kind consideration and letting us know. Totally understand your position and we are in 
any event progressing towards an amicable solution with the landlord, so hopefully we will be able to 
continue to serve the Kennington community as intended for years to come. Do bear us in mind in future 
should the Council ever consider any community markets or other events at which some locally produced 
baked goods and treats from the Parish might be welcome.’  

AC Clerk purchased Unknown Tommy Statues (Pair) for Remembrance Day.  Clerk had to put payment on her card 
as the British Royal Legion needed payment before sending order, which could have taken three weeks. 

AD War Memorial’s electricity bill is larger than normal as meter reading needs to be carried out. Clerk eventually 
found meter, together with spiders and snails! 

AE Clerk began to archive more files – unfortunately files in the cabinets in the Village Centre loft do not seem to 
be complete.  Clerk cannot find archive index in cabinet or on PC.  Clerk has added onto the major archiving (eg 
accounts etc) but has not been able to find these boxed files. Could be in another room within the centre. Cllr. 
Cobb and Clerk to investigate. 

AF Received following email from resident regarding Overgrown trees down Cow Lane causing problems to fences: 
Just wanted to check in and see if you got anywhere with requesting an official search from the land registry? 
Also, we have noticed that the trees that were chopped down have a lot of growth on them - have these been 
done recently?  Clerk replied saying that she would contact Contractors to see when they will be at Cow Lane.  
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AG Kennington War Memorial ownership – property surveyor from South & Vale emailed (26 Sept): I would 
apologise for the delay in responding to the Parish Council’s request to pursue ownership of the war 
memorial.  The Council now has a policy in place for land disposals and it is part of my brief to handle these 
matters.  Jerome Jackson and I are now dealing with the matter and hope to be able to provide you with an 
update very shortly. Acknowledged 

AH Written to owners of 3 Sandford Lane and 158 Poplar Grove, asking them to cut back their boundary hedges. 

AI The Wilding Group contacted Clerk to remind Council about cutting and collecting the wilding area grass during 
September.  Clerk responded explaining all arranged and Contractors would be carrying this out shortly.  BGG 
cut and collected grass at the end of September, with the Wilding Group sending an email thanking the Council 
and Contractors for carrying out such a good and timely job.   

AJ Clerk has been attempting to contact BGG to discuss when various works within Contracts were going to be 
carried out.  i.e. cutting back path of 2m wide along the end of the parcel of land in the Memorial Field 
alongside The Paddocks; the Cemetery hedge; cutting back side along Cow Lane.  All of which do not seemed to 
have been carried out for a long time.  Clerk has been unsuccessful in contacting BGG so far. 30 Sept - Emailed 
BGG requesting a meeting with the Cllr. Charlett 

AK 30 Sept - The 2 No. IPad defibrillators have eventually been picked up by the carrier to be re-set and returned to 
us.  One has been returned to us updated.  The other defibrillator seems to have been kept for further 
amendments to be made on it. 

AL Work carried out on the hot water system for the showers at Playfield Road pavilion.  Gas inspection and 
Certificate also carried out. 

AM Cllrs. Charlett and Cobb met with the Clerk to complete the online Oxford Traffic Filters Survey 

AN Clerk copied in on two residents’ worries and concerns about traffic congestion in Kennington, one regarding 
the lodge Hill Interchange, the other in regard to the Traffic filter proposals.  Clerk forwarded both emails to 
Martin Cuddy (Parish Transport Representative). 

AO Responded to resident requesting the planned actions of the Council with regard to supporting residents in light 
of the proposed Oxford Traffic filters. Responded to a further resident in similar terms, who, also was upset 
about these proposed filters. Forwarded both emails to Martin Cuddy.   

                      
 
 
 


