
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
12 January 2023 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Present:  Cllr. Baggott  Cllr. Bakewell  Cllr. Mrs Buckingham Cllr. Mrs Brown  Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Gelder  Cllr. Ms. Jempson    Cllr. Patterson  Cllr. Powles

 Cllr. Russell  Cllr. Smith 
     
In Attendance:    District Councillor Diana Lugova and  Anne Feather (Clerk) 
 
354.22 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE –   Cllrs. Feather and Johnston 
 
355.22 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None  
 
356.22 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 
 
357.22 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 8 December 2022 as a true record. 
 

358.22 REPORT OF THE CLERK 
New issues during the month  
A Suggestion from resident with regard to the memorial benches in the village: ‘One thing I meant to say is 

that I have noticed that benches that the Council has put up around the village as memorials to former 
villagers, don't seem to have dates on them so for example, the one to Trevor and Dr Strode near to us 
here is dateless as to when it was installed.  I wonder if the Council could start putting dates of 
installation on the benches for the future - especially as we would hope these benches last for a very 
long time!’  

B Clerk reported pothole outside the bungalow at Small World via FixMyStreet (Ref: 4033040).  Was 
investigated saying they couldn’t find pot hole.   

C Whilst carrying out the regular two week checks on the six defibrillators within the village, Cllr. Charlett 
reported that three would be in need of new batteries relatively soon.  Clerk ordered and has received 
three replacement batteries ready for when necessary.  Battery replaced in unit in Playfield Road at the 
laundrette. 

D Completed and sent back the 2023/24 Precept form to the Vale of White Horse District Council. 
E Received school admissions posters for reception applications – posted on Facebook, the website and on 

Village Hall noticeboard. 
F Christmas Tree Recycling poster advertising both playing field car parks in the village as the places to 

return old Christmas trees by 18 January for collection by Vale of White Horse District Council, posted on 
website, Facebook, noticeboard at the Village Hall and other noticeboards within the village. 

G Received the following email from Mr Roger Dennett: ‘The Council will be aware of the ongoing project to 
refurbish the Cemetery.  The pathways are the most significant remaining issue, which is not a 
volunteer/working party task, I have been discussing this requirement with Redrow and they have 
agreed to carry out this work on our behalf - including materials!!  One of their contractors is being 
appointed to do this work for us as one of their community projects. starting date circa 20 March 2023’. 

H Vehicles able to get onto Forest Side playing field from the car park due to the distance between existing 
bollards.  During the recent cold weather tyre tracks can be seen in the frost all over the field.  

359.22 It was agreed not to do anything at present as hopefully this was a one off event..   
 
I Received Castle Water account for the War Memorial – it is in credit by £331.06.  Clerk arranged for 

refund of credit. 
J Norm Robbins emailed Clerk regarding tap in Playfield Road pavilion paint shed: ‘.. the tap in the paint 

shed next to the main shed was running. I turned it off as best I could but it is still oozing water so I’ve 
put the end of the hose into the sink in the garage. Maybe the tap broke in the cold weather or 
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something, anyhow there’s been a lot of water in the garage, including a puddle at the right back, 
hopefully that’ll dry out by itself’. Clerk and Chairman of Playing field Committee put hose back into the 
sink in the garage after pitch line painting had been completed.  Paint shed door could not be locked – Cllr. 
Feather fitted new lock.  Arranged for plumber to mend the leaking tap at Playfield Road pavilion and to 
replace the gas meter cabinet. 

K McIntyres contacted the Clerk asking if it would be OK to use the village noticeboards to advertise for staff 
at their hub in Kennington – the Clerk said that it would be fine.  They also asked if they could be put on 
the village’s website under Social and Charitable.    

360.22 It was agreed that McIntyres could be included on the village website as requested.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Post details of McIntyres on the village website under the Social and Charitable page  

 
Continuing issues 
L Forwarded photographs sent by Cllr. Russell to Network Rail regarding graffiti on the Tandem Railway 

bridge.  Received response the following day: ‘Thank you for making us aware of the graffiti and sending 
across the photos. Whilst we accept that graffiti can be unpleasant, the cost of removing can often be 
high. As a public body we must prioritise our expenditure on safety critical tasks which affect the 
operation of the railway. Due to this we will only remove graffiti of an offensive nature and as this is not 
the case here, there are no plans to remove the graffiti. I’m sorry I am unable to help further, but I hope 
the above explains the reasons why. If you have any other questions, please feel free to stay in touch’. 

M Santa’s Sleigh on Friday and Saturday 9 & 10 December was a great success – all the children who met 
Santa were sure they had seen THE Santa!  £133.70 was raised for the Chairman’s charity McIntyres, 
bringing the total raised at both Christmas events to £252.09. 

N Completed the Street Collection Regulations form as requested and returned to Vale of White Horse 
District Council for their records. 

O Contacted the 20mph limits Project Manager to confirm that Kennington is in the system for reducing it’s 
speed limits in areas of the village and when will the reduced speed limits come into force.  Received the 
following email: ‘Welcome aboard! I can confirm that Kennington is in Phase 2 of the 20 Mph Project 
(Summer 23 to Summer 24) and that nothing further is required from you. I’ll be in touch nearer the time 
to discuss the detail of the proposals we take to consultation. I hope your councillors can be reassured 
that, while we must state ‘pending formal consultation’, the impetus and support for limits across all 
communities is very strong’. 

P Requested quote for Fire Risk Assessments (FRA) for the pavilions - £1300 (+VAT) for both pavilions. 
Annual fire extinguisher checks arranged for 23 January 2023. Red Box Fire Control (who last carried out 
FRAs in 2016) quoted £415 + £35 travel (+VAT).  Clerk recommends that FRAs be carried out. (Fire Safety 
Act 2021 and Fire Safety regulations of 2022). 

361.22 It was resolved that the Clerk would find out what is recommended as to the frequency of carrying out 
professional FRAs. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Find out if and when the council needs to carry out a professional FRA for both the pavilions 
within the village.  

 
Q Contacted Tim Gardiner requesting more information regarding the kind of help to Kennington Radley 

College students would be interested in; how many hours and during which months.  It was suggested that 
the Clerk could contact Radley Parish Council and enquire from them. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Radley Parish Council Clerk and ask what the Radley College students do for their 
village.  

 
R Wrote to the Resident of 21 Grundy Crescent requesting that their contractor’s vehicles do not park on 

the amenity land next to Grundy Crescent.  Copy also sent to property agents.  Also reported parking on 
FixMyStreet (4065043).  Received the following reply: ‘This report is not the responsibility of Oxfordshire 
County Council. Please report this issue to the police on 101’. 
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362.22 It was agreed the Clerk contact both the police and the planning department regarding this vehicle 
consistently parking on this amenity space.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report illegal parking to the police via 101 and also report this to the planning department of 
Vale of White Horse District Council. 

 
S Sent Thank You letter to Dr J Galvin, the village Dentist who has been working in the village for some 30 

years and retired earlier during the year. 
T Someone from Greenthumb visited and inspected the grass at the War Memorial.  He forwarded his 

findings.  See agenda item No.10. 
U Contacted Cllr. Charlett with his Chairman of the Village Hall Committee hat on, requesting who the 

Committee were liaising with at Oxfordshire County Council with regard to getting Wi-Fi for the Village 
Hall so that the Clerk can make contact and find out the way forward.  Clerk to contact Dominique at the 
library to find out more, including who to contact.   

V Purchased ‘CCTV operated in this area’ sign and displayed it on the green container behind the Village 
Centre. 

W Reported blocked drain at the end of Bagley Wood Road via FixMyStreet suggesting a meeting between 
highways engineers and parish councillor be arranged. (Ref: 4046778) 

X Received the following email from Rosey who looks after the flower beds at the War Memorial: ‘Just 
wanted to say a big thank you to whoever helped clear up the leaves at the War Memorial beds before 
the carol concert. It really boosted my resolve to do a proper winter tidy up just now, so that I have 
popped in the last of the blue violas. They will take a while to settle in, but hopefully we will have red, 
white and blue over the horrid winter season, seeing us through till next late spring. Also attached is 
photo of one of the Sacred Bamboos, which, at last, are having some red berries. Thanks so much to 
Parish Council for bearing with me about these plants. (They have been slow to perform , due to 
challenging summers with little rain) However, there is hope that, in time, we shall have a lot of red 
berries all along the beds, with the cotoneaster bushes, and these Sacred Bamboo plants. I think red in 
winter gives everyone a boost.’ 

Y Clerk gave Tim Gardiner another bag of dog poo bags to re-fill the dispenser at Playfield Road car park.  
Clerk purchased more bags. 

Z Clerk has updated the Annual Review Schedule to include policies and procedures still to be written  and 
forwarded policies scheduled to be reviewed in January to those Councillors who volunteered to carry out 
such a review. Draft amended Standing Orders together with those policies to be agreed at February’s 
council meeting. 

AA Contacted MD Driveways, who carried out repairs to the car park at Playfield Road, to request they take 
down their advertising board – it will be collected this week. 

AB Contacted the Civil Enforcement Manager again to request a breakdown of street enforcement requested 
before Christmas – Data received. During the past 14 months the CEOs have carried out 144 visits. During 
these visits they have logged 30 vehicles for a Penalty Charge Notice (PCN) but vehicles had moved within 
the given time frame.  23 vehicles had driven away upon seeing the officer.  2 PCN were issued. 

363.22 It was agreed the Clerk would request that the CEOs concentrate their efforts and only visit: Outside  
Co-op; bottom of Edward Road; Kenville Road and on the corner and outside the shops at Playfield Road. 
Also that the council invite someone from this team to a future parish council meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Request that the CEOs concentrate their patrol visits to: Outside Co-op; bottom of Edward 
Road; Kenville Road and on the corner and outside the shops at Playfield Road 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Invite the Deputy Civil Enforcement Manager to a future meeting of the Council 

AC Taken Best Kept Garden Competition Trophy to be engraved with 2022’s winner. 
AD OALC forwarded some information for anyone interested in becoming a Parish Councillor which they 

recommend we advertise: 
Please can you help us spread the word about some free online ‘So you want to be a councillor?’ 
sessions we are running over the next three months. Elections are coming up, the number of vacancies 
is a perennial problem, to help we have put together a one hour session which sets out the basics of 
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being a councillor with the opportunity to ask questions as well. We need to get the word out beyond 
the usual suspects. PLEASE CAN YOU PUBLICISE THESE SESSIONS TO ANYONE YOU FEEL MIGHT BE A 
POSSIBLE CANDIDATE, ON YOUR WEBSITE, BY PERSONAL RECOMMENDATION OR ANY OTHER SUITABLE 
MEANS. 
The sessions are one hour long, no need to book, on: 
• 24 January 7-8pm 
• 13 February 10-11am 
• 15 March 2-3pm 
Zoom joining details: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87125012109?pwd=VzZkYzkwajlqTTJSWEdrcmVxTUs2QT09 
Meeting ID: 871 2501 2109          Passcode: 386520 

364.22 It was resolved that the Clerk would include in the Chronicle; post on the website; Facebook and ask if it 
could be included in St Swithun’s ‘Tuesday Newsday’ publications as well as posting on noticeboards and 
at Apple Café.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Spread the word everywhere possible within the Village to encourage residents to think of 
becoming parish councillors.  

 
AE Contacted the Treasurer of the Village Hall letting her know that we have still to receive invoices for room 

hire for November and December. The Treasurer apologised explaining that ‘I am struggling to get any 
info from the hall manager despite ongoing requests.  Can I ask you bring this matter to the attention 
the council.’ 

AF Received copy of the Council’s title register and plan for the lease of Forest Side Playing Field. 
 
365.22 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID  
Grant requests - None 
Correspondence for discussion/action   
A Clerk received email from resident: ‘This is Playfield Park. A dog managed to squeeze through this gap 

that has probably been like it for years Anyway the dog was not exactly well received and then 
squeezed back out! What if a dog got stuck in the gap or a child. Anyway leave it with you to risk assess 
and whether it needs blocking up’. 

366.22 It was decided to do nothing with regard to this on the basis that it has been there for many years.   
 
B Email from Kennington Strollers requesting the support from the Parish Council: ‘As you know we have 

offered the short walks around the Playing field on Wednesday afternoons at 2pm, and last year they 
were well attended every week.  I like to keep the walks free and so usually ask the Parish Council for 
permission to use the Pavilion for an hour or so 2pm-3.30 on Wednesdays between start of May and end 
of September. Please can you advise me if this permission is likely to be granted this year and whether 
we can ask for a grant to cover the hire costs? Normally we sit outside the building and provide a mug of 
tea. This means we can provide a social space as well as gentle exercise simply walking around the field. 
If the Council are happy to support our efforts this year to support older people to stay active in the 
community, please let me have the required forms to hire the Pavilion and let me know when and how 
much I should apply for as a grant to cover the likely costs?’ 

367.22 It was agreed that the Clerk would prepare the usual Hire Agreement, including inserting the cost of hiring 
the pavilion throughout next summer and forward to Kennington Strollers, together with the grant 
application form for completion.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Prepare Hire Agreement for the Playfield Road pavilion for 22 Wednesdays throughout this 
coming year and send to Kennington Strollers together with a copy of the grant application for completion.  

 
Correspondence forwarded to Councillors for information 
C Thank you letter from Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice 
D CPRE Oxfordshire December Newsletter 
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E OALC December Update for member councils 
F Read the latest news from Healthwatch Oxfordshire 
G Share your views on Thames Valley Police budget 
H Police & Crime Bulletin Dec ‘22 - Custodial sentences for knife carriers 
I Season's Greetings and Happy New Year from MyVision Oxfordshire! 
J South & Vale - Press release - Time to plan the right future for our districts 
K Berkshire Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust – News Letter 
L Radley Parish Council Update - January 
M TTRO (T11187) Temporary Road Closure - Oxford, The Avenue.  A request has been received from Kier 

Clancy Docwra / Thames Water for a temporary road closure to apply to a length of The Avenue, whilst 
essential new service and connection works are carried out.  A temporary Notice is being made by 
Oxfordshire County Council to implement the temporary restriction and will operate from 16 February 
2023 up to and including 17 February 2023. This will operate between 20:00 and 06:00.  Please note that 
Notices for urgent works can last up to 5 consecutive days only.  Has been posted on the website and 
Facebook 

N The Rural Bulletin - 4 January 2023 
O Flood warning: near Oxford for the River Thames and tributaries at Sandford and Radley – posted on 

Facebook and the Website. Flood warning removed following day.  The warning was issued based on a 
river level gauge that was faulty and returning incorrect data. 

P Email from OALC – 1. ‘On 23rd February, 7-8pm we will be running a free hour long session devoted to 
the training opportunities available to you as a Clerk, to your councillors and to the council as a 
corporate body’. 2. ‘One of our speakers will be Sally Thurston, Town Clerk Faringdon Town Council. As 
part of her degree she is undertaking her dissertation on in/civility in public life. She would like to 
interview anyone, Clerk or Councillor, that may have been subject to bullying. If you feel you can help 
her please contact Sally directly.’ 

 
368.22 FINANCIAL REPORT  

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 December 2022  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £131,775.36 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £84,944.68 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £88,001.03 

Total £305,221.07 

 
Income received in December 

 
 
 
 

Direct debits paid in December 
 

Direct debits to be paid in January 

  £ 

Barclays 
Bank interest 5 September to 4 December 

87.94 

Reference 
No. 2022/ 

  £ Power to Act 
 

DD EDF Energy 
Pavilion gas supply  

10.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD Southern Electric  
Electricity supply for Playfield Rd pavilion (£52.00), Forest 

Side pavilion (£33.84) & war memorial (£34.21) 

86.21 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Reference  
No. 2022/ 

  £ Power to Act 
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Accounts to be paid in January 
 
 
 
 
 

Total to be transferred in January: £5,694.06 
 
369.22 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash books and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors for December. 
370.22 It was agreed that payment of £710.34 for three batteries for the iPAD defibrillators within the village 

come out of the council’s CIL money. 
371.22 It was agreed to move the £1,596.59 CIL money received from the Westwood County Hotel development 

into the CIL Ear Marked Reserve. 

DD Virtual Landline 
December’s subscription for virtual landline 

7.96 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

Reference 
 No. 2022/ 

  £ Power to Act 
 

163 Mrs A E Feather 
Salary for December less tax, NI & pension contribution 

1365.60 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

164 Mr T Gore – Village Warden 
Salary for December less tax 

395.83 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

165 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for December 

401.06 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

166 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

107.21 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

167 St John’s College 
Christmas tree  

130.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

168 Savills (on behalf of St John’s College) 
Hire of Forest Side playing field 25.12.22 – 24.3.23 

505.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

169 WEL Medical Ltd 
3 x Disposable batteries for iPAD SP1 & SP2 AED 

710.34 Section 234 Public 
Health Act 

1936 

170 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC) 
Clerks – the knowledge 

132.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

171 Mr M Feather 
Brass padlock and hasp & staple for the paint shed at 
Playfield Rd pavilion 

11.15 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

172 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Covering Village Warden’s weekly cleaning of Playfield 
Rd pavilion and emptying litter bins at both playing 
fields - December 

812.58 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

173 Mr C Charlett 
Chairman’s allowance 2022/23 – Q4 

145.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

174 Mrs A Feather 
2 x padlock keys cut for green storage unit   £12.00 
3 x Warning CCTV in Operation signs             £12.60 

24.60 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

175 S H Lewis Cleaning Ltd 
Cleaning of bus shelters in village in December 

180.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

176 Grundon Waste Management Ltd 
Wheelie bins in December– Forest Side 46.37 
Playfield Road – 67.32 

113.69 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

177 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd 
Hedge cutting at Kennington Cemetery 

660.00 Section 214 (6) 
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372.22 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Cobb seconded by Cllr. Powles and voted unanimously. 
373.22 Clerk recommended additional signatories be set up to enable authorisation of payments, due to the fact 

that it takes such along time for this process to be completed.  Cllr. Mrs Brown and Cllrs. Powles and Smith 
offered to become additional signatories. 

374.22 It was resolved that Cllr. Mrs Brown and Cllrs. Powles and Smith be set up as signatories to authorise the 
monthly payments. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Complete, with the help of the councillors, the relevant bank forms to enable them to 
become signatories for the council.  

 
375.22 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The draft minutes from the Planning Committee meeting held on 3 January 2023 were noted.    
 
377.22 REWILDING IN THE VILLAGE 
 The councillors listened to the views of those residents and members of the Rewilding Group, who 

attended the public meeting before the council meeting earlier today.  The Rewilding Group were asking 
for support from the council for the next five years to continue in the same vain as last year’s project, to 
continue to rewild the same area of verges.   

378.22 It was resolved that the council would support this project and suggested that areas of both Forest Side 
and Playfield Road playing fields could possibly be also re-wilded, as well as the area of land at the bottom 
of the slip road at the north end of the village.  The council felt it could not agree to a five year support so 
close to the parish elections in May. This was proposed by Cllr. Smith and seconded by Cllr. Mrs 
Buckingham and agreed by the majority, with two councillors against and two councillors abstaining.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform the Rewilding Group that the council will support them again in this project and that 
may also include areas in both playing field and the area of land at the bottom of the slip road at the north 
end of Kennington. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Include this in February’s issue of the Kennington Chronicle.  

 
379.22 WAR MEMORIAL GRASS 

The Clerk reported back on Green Thumbs recommendations after inspecting the War Memorial grass just 
before Christmas.  The council has little faith in Green Thumb as the grass has been in bad shape for a few 
years now.  This area of grass does need work carried out but not by Green Thumb. 

380.22 It was agreed that the council would not employ Green Thumb to carry out any more treatments and for 
the Clerk to obtain quotes from BGG Garden and Tree Care Ltd and Hickman Bros Landscaping to strip and 
either re-turf or seed.  Also get advice from both companies. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Green Thumb that they will not be asked to carry out any more treatment on the 
grass at the War Memorial 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Get ask for advice from BGG Garden and Tree Care Ltd and Hickman Bros Landscaping about 
the way forward and to get quotes accordingly.  

 
381.22 VILLAGE PLANTERS  
 To be discussed at a future meeting. 
 
382.22 GARDEN COMPETITION 
 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham is not prepared to organised this year’s garden competition . 
383.22 After some discussion it was agreed that the Best Kept Garden Competition be discontinued.  This was 

proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed by all bar one abstention. 
 
384.22 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
385.22 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – Patient Participation Group  

Next PPG meeting is via zoom on 17 January.  Reminder that Dr Akinola is leaving the practice at the end 
of the month and that on 3 February at 3:30pm at Kennington Health Centre there is an opportunity for all 
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residents to say a fond farewell to Dr Akinola who has been at the Kennington Surgery for many years.  A 
collection is being organised by the Kennington surgery if anyone wanted to donate.   

386.22 There was discussion over the state of the current Botley Medical Centre, and it was agreed that the Clerk 
write to Patient Led Assessment of the Care Environment (PLACE) and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) 
expressing the council’s disappointment over the service at Botley Medical Centre. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write a letter to PLACE and the CQC expressing the council’s disappointment regarding the 
service at the Botley Medical Centre.  This letter to be copied to North Hinksey Parish Council and MP 
Layla Moran for their information. 

 
Cllr. Mrs Buckingham also reported that a grant of £500 from County Councillor Johnston has been given 
to St Swithun’s Church to help with the heating when they are offering a warm space during this winter.  
The Church is offering some time at either the Church or Church Hall every day except Friday every week. 

 
387.22 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
388.22  Cllr. Ms Jempson 
 Asked if anything had been arranged regarding meeting up with the researcher regarding electric scooters.  

Clerk had responded to the researcher but has received no response. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Researcher again in an attempt to arrange a zoom meeting as suggested. 

 
 Cllr. Ms Jempson asked what was happening about the bus shelters and solar panels.  Clerk explained that 

both still needed to be investigated.  But will report at a future meeting. 
 Cllr. Ms Jempson mentioned Thames Water’s interactive webcam on sewer outlets.  She felt that this link 

may be something that could be posted on the website. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Post Thames Water’s sewer outlet webcam link onto the village website. 

 
389.22 Cllr. Mrs Brown 

Reported that grants will be available in the spring for Solar Panels – she was thinking of panels for the 
Village Hall, as Cllr. Feather is investigating this for a future council meeting. 

390.22 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham 
 Requested an Events Committee meeting be arranged soon to discuss the events for the year.  She also 

suggested that at this year’s Annual meeting may be a thank you to all volunteers be arranged, to be 
discussed at the Events Committee meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – To organise a date for the next Events Committee meeting 

 
391.22 Cllr. Charlett 
 Early apologies from Cllr. Charlett as he will not be able to attend the Annual Council Meeting, but will 

produce the Annual Report for Cllr. Cobb to present at the meeting. 
 
392.22 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Diana Lugova and Bob Johnston 
1. Turned out that recent flood warning for the River Thames was caused by faulty sensors. The Environment 

Agency observed the river level was lower than the data reported and has now repaired the faulty gauge. 
However, with rainy weather it’s currently on alert. You can stay up to date with the latest news on the 
Environment Agency’s website.   

2. Vale Cabinet approved changes to car park permits. From April 2023, monthly permits to district council car 
parks will increase by £7 on average, with annual permits increasing £81 on average, to help support the 
delivery and maintenance of the car parks. 

3. Vale is due to open 3rd Household Support Fund. It’s intended to support households who can’t afford 
essentials over the winter months. Support will be tailored to individual needs but will focus on food and 
fuel vouchers. The details can be found at Household Support Fund - Vale of White Horse District Council 
(whitehorsedc.gov.uk) 
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393.22 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston  
1. I shall have to give my apologies.  I have a function to attend which clashes with the PC meeting. 
2. I can confirm that the Lodge Hill planning application is scheduled to go to the February meeting of the 

County Planning and Regulation Committee.  It is my intention to attend in person. 
3. Consultants are now working up the detailed traffic calming proposals related to Lodge Hill, including 

those for Bagley Wood Road. 
4. I can confirm that the County Council's Council Tax will rise as predicted by 4.99%, this is to prop up Social 

Services, both Adult and Children's and do something about the horribly stretched special children's need 
budget (SEND). 

5. This on the lowest incomes eg those on Universal Credit will receive a rebate on the their County Council 
CT, I believe to the tune of £200.. 

 
395.22 MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

Bus Shelters 
 Solar Panels 
 Village Planters 
 
Cllr. Charlett moved that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting to prevent the 
disclosure to them of sensitive information in relation to members of staff. 
 
396.22 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM  
 
      
Meeting closed at  9:13 pm 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 
 
 
 
 


