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Present:  Cllr. Baggott  Cllr. Bakewell  Cllr. Mrs Buckingham Cllr. Mrs Brown  Cllr. Charlett 
 Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather  Cllr. Gelder   Cllr. Johnston   Cllr. Ms. Jempson   
 Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Powles Cllr. Russell   Cllr. Smith 

     
In Attendance:  Anne Feather (Clerk) 
 
397.22 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE –  District Councillor Lugova  
 
398.22 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None 
 
399.22 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – Cllrs. Baggott and Mrs Buckingham declared 

their interest in a grant requested by St Swithun’s Church of which he is the Treasurer – they will leave the 
meeting when this is being discussed.  Cllr. Mrs Brown declared her interest in the Financial Report as a 
payment had been made to her as part of this month’s invoices. 

 
400.22 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 12 January 2023 as a true record. 
 

401.22 REPORT OF THE CLERK 
New issues during the month  
A Resident reported broken bottles at the front of Playfield Road pavilion – she picked up the larger pieces 

with the Clerk and Cllr. Feather sweeping up the remainder and smaller pieces of glass. (15.1.23)  Broken 
glass found outside same pavilion again – Clerk swept up (30.1.23).  Cllr. Powles has noticed a strong smell 
of ‘weed’ when he walks his dog in the playing fields of an evening.  Cllr. Charlett will mention this to PC 
Carl Bryant.  It was also reported that the same may be happening at the back of the village hall. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact PCSO Maddie Highmoor to let her know of the situation and ask if may be a patrol 
car could drive up to the Playfield Road playing fields and village hall from time to time.. 

 
B Clerk attended a very informative OALC training day for new and returning Clerks.   
C Cllr. Jempson reported that ‘flooding near to Sandford Lane Railway Bridge. Its been brought to my 

attention that its flooded over ( a known issue) however its very icy which is a safety risk to passers-by, 
cyclists and vehicle drivers. I'm aware Thames Water were or still could be carrying out water pipe 
maintenance in the area concerned ...’.  Clerk reported it on fixmystreet – (4162834) 

D Resident of Sandford Lane reported: ‘There is an underground stream outside 31 ,we have had lots of 
rain so it's very wet (I don't think anything can be done with that) but now we have lots of ice, any 
chance of some salt put down please.  A few weeks ago there was a problem with the sewers at the 
pumping station and for 10 days we had tankers 24 hours a day parked in the lane taking away the 
waste. The trouble was the lane is not wide enough so all the heavy traffic from the trading estate used 
the grass verges and now all the edging stones have sunk. I have a feeling this may be a Radley problem 
as it on that side of the road, any chance of someone checking please.’ Clerk has reported this to 
Oxfordshire County Council via FixMyStreet – (4169778).   
The parish line between the villages is the stream running along side Sandford Lane, meaning that the 
both the road and land beside it is within Kennington. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to both Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) and Thames Water (TW) asking that when 
the issue of the sewage is resolved along Sandford Lane that the road, together with the edging of the road be 
made good.  Arrange a meeting with Officers from OCC and TW to discuss and show the officers the long standing 
issue. 

 



 

84 
 

E Resident reported chicken wire on the path at The Link play area has come away becoming a trip hazard.  
Clerk trimmed off loose wire and re-stapled.   

F Clerk received the following email from resident regarding this event: ‘I hope the PC are planning a spring 
litter pick.  The Great British Spring Clean runs from March 27th to April 2nd and it would be good if we 
could be part of that. Several people have been wanting to get involved, as you may have picked up if 
you see Kennington Connected. The earlier we can do it the better before the grass etc grows too long 
and hides the rubbish. I know a lot of us are picking stuff up 'little and often' but there is a real need to 
have a proper blitz. I hope the Council will consider this and let people know.’ 

G Resident sent following email: ‘I have been getting quotes on sorting the two large sycamore trees at the 
front of my property because they're obstructing buses, phone lines and electricity wires. I've got various 
options on what to do with them. Ultimately I wish I could just swap them with a different species that 
doesn't grow so large - but I shall have to travel the slow road on that one. My question to you is, with 
them standing in such a prominent location in the village (opposite the village centre and at the point 
where the road curves, so prominent when driving north or south through the village) does the Parish 
Council have opinions on them or is the decision left in my hands? I suppose I'm asking if there have 
been any other examples of the Parish Council having a view, rather than asking for a specific debate 
about these trees. Whatever the final scope of the work, I need to get it done before the end of 
February’.  After speaking with the Chairman, clerk responded explaining that the trees were his, and as 
such if he felt they needed to be cut due to obstructing telephone lines; electricity wires and buses, then it 
was his choice. 

H Received following email from resident: ‘There is a dead rat along the footpath between Rowles Close 
and Kennington Road.  It has been there since Monday at least.’  Clerk forwarded details of how to 
report dead animals on the highway.  Dead rats or any other animal can be reported via 
admin.vale@biffa.co.uk or alternatively by telephoning 03000 610610.  Resident reported as suggested. 

I Received following email from resident: ‘1. There is a brown garden bin without a lid marked South 
Oxfordshire property that has been doing the rounds in the area of Upper Road/Old Nursery 
View/Forest Side for about 4 months. It has appeared in a number of places, in full public view, but has 
obviously never been picked up by the refuse department.  In desperation I've pulled it along to Old 
Nursery View where I live and have parked it very clearly on my front lawn next to the roadside.  So it's 
now on the lawn of (my) house.  Could you please get the appropriate people to come and remove it - I 
certainly don't want it stuck there for ever!!!  Thank you. 2.  A couple of friends and I are planning to do 
an (independent) litter pick as the litter situation is disgusting at present.  However, we often find we 
have such a lot of litter picked up that it almost fills a black bin.  Do you have any suggestion what we 
might do with the rubbish, i. e. is there somewhere that we could leave/deposit it all?  When we do a 
parish council litter pick, we are able to leave the stuff in someone's garden on the main Kennington 
road.  From the amount of litter around, am I right in thinking there is no longer a person paid by the 
parish council who (courageously) goes round picking up the stuff? 3.  I am constantly really cross about 
the litter that's left by the footpath between Red bridge hollow and the entrance leading to a railway 
engineering site (opposite Kendall Copse).  There's large items left there on the narrow pavement almost 
every 2 or 3 weeks.  Equally, people are always dumping stuff on the entrance to Kendall Copse on the 
right as one leaves Kennington.  About a week ago, someone had opened the back of a lorry and 
dumped around 100 small items of litter strewn around.  Horrific...Isn't there something that can be 
done to prevent this anti social behaviour and to take the offenders to court to be summonsed for fly 
tipping?  There MUST be a solution somewhere, surely???’ Clerk arranged for the wheelie bin to be 
collected (No.1); No.2 - suggested wheelie bins at either playing field be used to deposit any rubbish 
collected.  No.3 - Clerk gave resident FixMyStreet link as not sure if rubbish was still at the entrance of 
Kendall Copse and Colin Marshall from Vale of White Horse is going to investigate the other litter issues 
and get it reported as appropriately.  Gave details to resident to enable her to report directly in future. 

J Received email from Environmental Health: ‘I am hoping you may be able to assist me. We have received 
a complaint regarding rats on the property as specified above. The word document, as attached, shows a 
geographic image of the land in question, highlighted in blue. I have carried out a land registry search 
and the information suggests that the land is owned by Kennington Parish Council.  I met with my 
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complainant and carried out a visit to the area on Thursday 2 February. As I understand, this is a wooded 
area with a watercourse nearby so naturally there may be a small population of rodents to be expected. 
However, my complainant is most concerned that the trees which have been cut down and left on the 
ground is providing harbourage for them. Please see photographs attached. I just wondered whether the 
cuttings located in this area could be cleared, as soon as possible, to prevent an infestation?’ 

402.22 It was agreed that rats do not live in habitats such as piles of sticks.  It was felt that rats would be far more 
attracted to food waste than fallen branches.  This habitat is, however, necessary for hedgehogs, slow 
worms and the like.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to the Environmental Health Officer explaining that the council did not feel that this 
was an issue.   

 
K Received questionnaire from South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils requesting the 

council to gather information on the voluntary organisations within the village. 
 
Continuing issues 
L The regular inspections of the play areas flag up that both areas need raking – Cllrs. Feather and Smith 

volunteered to spend ½ hour at each play area and carry this task out whilst the village warden is not 
around.  There is also a plank missing in the fencing at the Links play area. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – To arrange for Steve Moncur to replace the missing plank in the fencing.  

 
M Holden and Parker attended to the leaking tap in the garage of the Playfield Road pavilion.  He has also 

ordered a gas box cover for the external gas meter. 
N Requested details from McIntyres as to what they would like added onto the Village Website. 
O Reported parking of builders van on the amenity area at Grundy Crescent to PCSO Maddie Highmoor.  

There was a second van parked blocking the footpath at this spot too earlier during the month.  Reported 
it to the Planning Department of Vale of White Horse District Council (VWHDC) – there is nothing they can 
do with regard to planning or enforcement.  It was explained VWHDC owned this parcel of land. Clerk 
contacted the Parks Team - there is nothing it can do – the path where the van is parked has been adopted 
by Oxfordshire County Council (OCC). Clerk asked if VWHDC would be willing to erect bollards on its land. 
It would if the Parish Council paid for the bollards.  Clerk hasn’t contacted OCC asking this question as van 
is no longer constantly parked there.  Recommend issue should be left in abeyance until development has 
been completed.   

P Contacted the Deputy Civil Enforcement Manager suggesting her Civil Enforcement Officers (CEOs) 
concentrate their patrol visits outside the Co-Op; bottom of Edward Road; Kenville Road and on the corner 
and outside the shops at Playfield Road, as it is at these specific places that parking is of greatest concern 
to the parish council.  Clerk also invited the Manager to give a presentation at a future meeting of the 
council.  The Deputy Civil Enforcement Manager thanked the Councillors for inviting her to a council 
meeting but unable to attend evening meetings, however they are happy to collate information and 
answer questions by email.  In answer to the Councillors’ request to concentrate on certain areas 
‘unfortunately we can only patrol where there is a restriction.  We were sent a spreadsheet which have 
the roads/streets that have enforcement, there are only the six roads mentioned in the report that we 
can do: 
Edward Road: No waiting at any time (double yellow lines) not in whole street 
Green Close:  Disabled Persons’ Parking Place 
Kennington Road: Ped Xing/Zig Zag, No waiting at any time (double yellow lines) Bus Stop / Stand 
Meadow View Road: Disabled Persons’ Parking Place 
Poplar Grove: No waiting at any time (double yellow lines) 
The Avenue: No waiting at any time (double yellow lines) 
These are the only roads/streets that we can enforce, if there are any other streets/roads that have 
restrictions on them then please let me know and we can sort out enforcement.’  The CEOs also 
explained the actual timings of enforcement notices issued, together with regulation details they need to 
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adhere to before issuing any enforcement.  The council will still request regular data from this department 
but understand more now the constraints they work under. 

ACTION FOR COUNTY CLLR. JOHNSTON – To chase up Oxfordshire County Council’s yellow line department to get 
rid of the yellow lines at the beginning of Poplar Grove.  

 
Q Advertised the OALC online sessions ‘So you want to be a councillor’ on the village Noticeboards; in the 

Chronicle;  on the website and in St Swithun’s ‘Tuesdays Newsday’.  Posted on Facebook too. 
R Mr Tim Gardiner replied to Clerk’s request as to what the boys from Radley could do and for how long.  

Clerk also spoke to Radley parish clerk who explained what tasks the boys got involved in within Radley 
village.  It was felt that it was not practical for the boys from Radley to help in Kennington, there would be 
little time to add any value. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Tim and Sarah …….(Radley College Administrator) Thanking them for the offer and 
asking that if something specific were to crop up in the future would it be OK to contact them via Tim Gradiner  

 
S Barclays Bank Mandate form being completed by additional signatories – when totally complete and proof 

of identities have been confirmed Mandate can be returned and all will be set up 
T Clerk obtained prices for the installation of a BT phone line at home as there are continuing issues with the 

virtual landline. Unlimited Broadband Line £24.95 per month (incoming unlimited, outgoing 14p per 
minute or unlimited £12.00).  Plus handsets around £40. 

403.22 It was agreed that the Clerk arrange a BT landline be installed.  This was proposed by Cllr. Charlett 
seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Clerk to arrange land line be installed in home  

 
U Dr Labib Azzouz, the researcher regarding the ELEVATE micromobility Research Project – meeting on 16 

February at 7pm in the Village Centre. Invited Martin Cuddy (Parish Transport Representative) too.  
V Received Transport Rep updates:  

1) The next PTR meeting is on 21st Feb. So it would be great if you could again publicise on the 
website/newsletter for anyone to get in touch on this email address with any comments to pass on the 
council. 
2) Comments I saw on social media regarding the change of bus route 13 back to 35 seem to have 
brought a more reliable service, so hopefully that will be some positive feedback for more of the same 
going forward. 
3) I have had some interest from residents regarding the Voi e-scooters extending to Kennington. I think 
this would be a good addition to our transport options for the Oxford area. Particularly of interest to 
those who are going to areas of Oxford for which they would need to get the bus into town and out 
again. The implementation I have seen in other Oxford suburbs seems to be sensitive to concerns, 
addressing pavement clutter and antisocial behaviour. 
4) I have noted that the footpath behind the new Redrow homes seems to be (nearly?) complete but 
fenced off presumably for safety around nearby building works. This route was/is important as a 
pleasant off-road route towards Radley for the residents in the Poplar Grove area particularly. I asked 
Redrow when the route might be opening again, but they said the 'site team have no specific date as 
yet'. I was wondering if the PC had a more official contact to ask as I'm sure there will be a date on a 
project plan somewhere (or even a best guess from the project manager). 
5) You might have seen in some emails with Tim Darch I suggested sharing PTR information on the 
parish council website as a focal point to help engage with our community. Would this be something 
you would be happy to support? Tim had some concerns about the full minutes of the meeting, but I 
would be happy to provide an edited Kennington only version (which would be better anyway for 
relevance) along with other general presentations which are given at the meeting. It could be similar to 
the format for the parish council meetings. 
6) Finally, I haven't had any emails passed on from you regarding transport issues in a while so if there 
are any coming to the clerks general email I would be interested to include. 
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Cllr. Johnston explained that the footpath at Redrows will open in a few months, in the interim Redrow 
advise that they will open the site road named Eight Acre to provide access to the northern end of the 
footpath and reduce the need for cyclists to use Sandford Lane.  This will be a less hazardous route.  The 
remainder will not be opening for some time. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Let Martin Cuddy know what Cllr. Johnston had said about the opening of the footpath.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Redrow and Oxfordshire County Council expressing the Council’s dissatisfaction to 
the delay of the opening of this footpath. Clerk to contact Radley Parish Council to ask if they would like to 
produce this letter together.  

 
W Sent invoice to Mrs Bromley for brass plaque for memorial bench at the war memorial. Invoice paid. 
X Contacted CU Medical Services requesting information regarding the council’s iPad defibrillator unit that 

had been recalled back in September, which they still have to return.  The council has been loaned a 
replacement, being the unit outside 18 Kennington Road.  Received email: Unfortunately, your unit needs 
more work than just the upgrade and for this to happen we have had to send your defib to Germany 
where our senior technicians are. Once we have heard back from our sister company in Germany 
regarding your unit, we will let you know but hopefully it is repairable and will send back to us to then 
forward the unit back to yourself. Someone from WEL Medical contacted clerk at end of January – he is 
going to investigate the iPad that is still away for upgrading. 

 Cllr. Mrs Brown suggested a further Defibrillator Workshop may be needed for residents of the village.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Put something in the Chronicle asking if any residents would be interested in attending a 
Defibrillator Workshop  

 
Y Emailed Dominique Henderson at the Library to find out more details with regard to Wi-Fi for the Village 

Centre.  Dominique is forwarding email to the correct officer within Oxfordshire County Council.  Clerk has 
since found some more information, so will contact OCC and re-start the process of getting Wi-Fi in the 
rest of the Village Centre. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Oxfordshire County Council’s officer requesting the process of installing Wi-Fi in the 
rest of the Village Centre be re-started. 

 
Z Contacted BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd and Hickman Bros. Landscaping for advice and quotes for the grass 

at the War Memorial.  Clerk contacted Green Thumb cancelling its account with them.  Awaiting replies. 
AA Martin Cuddy contacted the Clerk after having been asked by a resident if the volunteer drivers could be 

up and running again for getting residents to and from hospital appointments.  Clerk explained that 
Council had thought of asking if anyone would like to organise this set-up again. Cllr. Mrs Buckingham 
explained that she had been trying to recruit volunteer drivers a few months ago for the PPG.  She had no 
response.  The PPG has around 5 drivers.    

AB With regard to the Fire Risk Assessments (FRAs) for both pavilions - There are no specific time periods for 
how often FRAs must be done or reviewed.  It states that the responsible person for assessments in your 
building must review it ‘regularly’ to make sure it’s up to date. Clerk contacted insurance company to ask 
whether there are any hard and fast rules as to when further professional FRAs should take place on 
buildings.  It is left to the responsible person to ascertain the frequency of assessments.  Red Box Fire 
explained that it is good practice to carry out annual FRAs, but this does not need to be carried out by an 
outside company.  It is recommended that every FRA is recorded.  As the last written FRAs were carried 
out in 2016 with the previous clerk reviewing them both in 2019, the clerk would recommend FRAs be 
carried out by a professional, with annual reviews carried out ‘in house’ annually until 2030 when further 
professional FRAs be sort.  Fire Extinguishers at both pavilions have had their annual inspection. 

404.22 It was agreed that as nothing has changed within the pavilions, there was no need to carry out FRAs by an 
outside company and as such reviews could be undertaken regularly by the clerk and recorded. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Review both FRAs for the pavilions.  
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AC It was suggested by the previous clerk that a new Internal Auditor be employed to carry out this coming 
year’s audit.  The clerk approached Jane Old to be the council’s Internal Auditor – no response.  Clerk has 
contacted Malcolm Clamp to ask if he would be willing to act as the internal auditor again.  His charges will 
be the same as last year at £320.00.  

405.22 It was resolved that the parish council will employ Malcolm Clamp to act as the council’s internal auditor 
for 2022/23.  This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Malcolm Clamp of the council’s decision and arrange internal audit to be undertaken 

 
AD Sent letters to the Care Quality Commission (CQC) and Buckinghamshire Oxfordshire and Berkshire West 

(BOB) stating the council’s disappointment with Botley Medical Centre, sending copies to North Hinksey 
Parish Council and Layla Moran MP.  Received response from Layla Moran: ‘Thank you for sharing copies 
of your letters sent to BOBs and CQC.I have recently been informed by BOBs that a partner will be 
retiring this month and that from March 2023,  
• Both sites will be open from 8am to 18.30pm. 
• Kennington will be open on set days. These to be announced. 
• Kennington will provide full services 
• There will be various clinics available at Kennington 
• Full time reception available 
I am fully aware of the history of Botley Medical Centre’s under performance as set out in the CQC’s 
inspection reports and I have been keeping a close eye on their progress against the improvement plan 
that the medical centre signed up to.  I am due to meet with BOBs senior management soon and I will be 
raising residents concerns regarding  GP services for  Kennington. I am also in contact with the Patient 
Participation Group (PPG) for this surgery.  Please do let me have any issues that your Parish Councillors 
are made aware of by residents, as it’s all good evidence to bring to BOBs attention.’ 
Received response from BOB: I have contacted our Primary Care Team who had provided the following 
response: ‘Thank you for your letter raising concerns about the standard of care for patients registered 
at  Botley Medical Centre. We continue to work closely with the practice which were rated Good at the 
latest CQC inspection which was undertaken at the end of September 2022. We are happy to look into 
any specific queries or concerns that patients may have regarding their care. 

AE Cllrs. Charlett and Cobb carried out both the Tree and Asset Inspections last week, with the following 
issues having been noted: 
Trees by table tennis table are dead and fallen down were not thought to be dangerous. Fence fallen 
down at the back of Forest Side playing field – behind the line of fir trees, but not felt that St John’s need 
to be made aware. Graffiti on pavilion.  Playfield Road pavilion gas meter box broken, a replacement is on 
order. Bench leg rotten in the links play area but was felt safe to sit on.  Plank missing on Links play area 
fence, repair in hand and finally Memorial field gate closer has come un-screwed. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Oxford Preservation Trust and request its repair  

 
AF Clerk has arranged for Calbers Facilities Management Ltd to continue to carry out the weekly cleaning of 

the pavilion at Playfield Road and to collect the litter and empty litter bins at both playing fields for the 
next three months as village warden is off on long term sick. 

AG Cllr Mrs Buckingham and clerk reviewed Village Warden’s risk assessment. 
AH Introducing the Oxford Health School Aged Immunisation Service – Request from Oxford Health NHS 

Foundation trust to advertise information on Kennington’s noticeboards; webpage and newsletter two or 
three times a year.  Returned form giving information so that we can help advertise. 

AI Clerk handed the winner of last year’s Best Kept Garden the cup, engraved with her name.   
AJ Cllr. Feather has investigated the idea of retro fitting screens on the bus shelters within the village only to 

find that this is not feasible – there would be insufficient room on the pavements. 
AK Prime Compliance Services carried out February’s legionella monitoring checks 
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406.22 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID  
Grant requests  
A Kennington Strollers is requesting a grant to enable them to use the pavilion at Playfield Road for every 

Wednesday from beginning of May through to end of September from 2pm until 3:30pm.  The cost of the 
pavilion totals £198. 

407.22 It was agreed that the council would give Kennington Strollers a grant. This was proposed by Cllr. 
Patterson   seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

408.22 A proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson to grant the sum of £198, which was seconded by Cllr. Smith                 
and agreed by all. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Kennington Strollers of the council’s decision and arrange payment. 

 
Cllrs. Baggott and Mrs Buckingham left the meeting room 

 
B St Swithun’s Church is requesting a grant of £500 to enable the Church to put up a storage space in the 

Church grounds for a ‘fridge so it can offer chilled items at the Community Larder and storage for food 
crates, excess stock and ‘swap shop’ items and school uniforms. 

409.22 It was agreed that the council would give St Swithun’s Church a grant. This was proposed by Cllr.  
Patterson seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

410.22 A proposal was made by Cllr. Cobb to grant the sum of £450 which was seconded by Cllr. Scott, which was 
agreed by the minority. 

411.22 A amended proposal was made by Cllr. Patterson to grant the sum of £500, which was seconded by Cllr. 
Johnston and agreed by 9 members for and 2 against. 

412.22 This substantive motion was agreed by the majority (3 members against). 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform St Swithun’s Church of the council’s decision and arrange payment. 

 
Cllrs. Baggott and Mrs Buckingham retuned to the meeting room 

  
Correspondence for discussion/action 
C Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) – invitation to renew clerk’s membership for 2023/24 of £187 
413.22 It was resolved that Kennington Parish Council will renew the clerk’s membership to SLCC for 2023/24. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Renew SLCC membership 

 
D Clerk received email from Google informing her that laptop was almost out of storage – 86% full.  Offering 

£1.59 a month for extra storage.  It was felt this may be a scam, however Cllr. Mrs Brown offered to meet 
with clerk and resolve issue, which was felt to be linked with the different email accounts. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange to meet with Cllr. Mrs Brown to sort issue. 

 
E Community First Oxfordshire – invitation to renew membership at a cost of £70.00  
414.22 It was agreed that the council will renew its membership with Community First Oxfordshire 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Renew CPRE membership 

 
F The Great British Spring Clean 2023 which will run from Friday 17 March to 2 April 2023.  The waste team 

at Vale of White Horse District Council will be supporting any community litter picking activities by 
providing litter pickers; hi-viz vests and bags to groups as well as picking up bagged litter. 

415.22 It was resolved that a weekend day be organised by the clerk for a such a litter pick and this be advertised.  
This was proposed by Cllr. Powles, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Brown and agreed unanimously.  Cllr. Mrs Brown 
offered to assist the clerk. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Organise date and advertise 

 
G Cyber safety for women – requesting a link be added to the village website.  It was felt this was not ‘for 

the village’ and as such should not be added to the website.   
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416.22 It was agreed that the this link would not be added onto the website. If it had been received via Thames 
Valley Police, and recommended by the police, then it would have been added. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Explain the situation if further emails are received. 

 
Correspondence forwarded to Councillors for information 
H The Rural Bulletin - 17 January 2023 
I Rural Cost of Living Survey - Your Help Needed to Encourage Participation  
J Immediate Road Closure Alert -Kennington, Bagley Wood Road closure required to repair customer has no 

water by Thames Water, expected to finish on 26 January 2023 – posted on Facebook and on website 
K New Police Command Team for South Oxfordshire and Vale of the White Horse 
L Please help make every metre count for local schools – forwarded to St Swithun’s school, posted on 

Website and Facebook 
M The Rural Bulletin - 24 January 2023 
N Police & Crime Bulletin Jan ‘23 - 582 more police officers and more… 
O Victim Services consultation - focus group opportunities – Thames Valley Police 
P Fun, free and low-cost activities for families this February half term – Posted on Facebook and Website 
Q CPRE Oxfordshire January Newsletter: Star Count 2023 
R The Rural Bulletin - 31 January 2023 
S The Rural Bulletin – 7 February 2023 
 
417.22 FINANCIAL REPORT   

  Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 January 2023 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £130,348.03 

National Savings & Investment Account                              £85,023.74 

Cambridge & Counties 3 Year Fixed Rate Bond £88,001.03 

Total £303,872.80 

 
Income received in January 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Direct debits to be paid in February 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  £ 

HMRC 
VAT refund April – September 2022 

4,252.55 

National Savings & Investments 
Interest 1 Jan 2022 – 31 December 2022 

79.06 

Mrs Lynne Bromley’s Memorial bench plaque payment 119.00 

Reference  
No. 2022/ 

  £ Power to Act 
 

DD EDF Energy 
Pavilion gas supply  

10.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD Southern Electric  
Electricity supply for Playfield Rd pavilion (£60.75), 

Forest Side pavilion (£33.84) & war memorial 
(£26.11) 

86.86 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD Virtual Landline 
January’s subscription for virtual landline 

7.96 Section 112  
LGA 1972 
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Total to be transferred in January: £5,138.96 
 
418.22 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash books and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors for January. 
419.22 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Cobb seconded by Cllr. Johnston and voted by all with the 

exception of Cllr. Mrs Brown who abstained.  
 
420.22 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The minutes from the Planning Committee meeting held on 24 January 2023 were noted.    
 

Reference  
No. 2022/ 

  £ Power to Act 
 

178 Mrs A E Feather 
Salary for January less tax, NI & pension contribution 

678.70 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

179 Mr T Gore – Village Warden 
Salary for January less tax 

395.83 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Highways Act 1980 

180 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerks’ and Employer’s contributions for January 

£469.5
5 

Section 111  
LGA 1972 

181 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

840.91 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

182 Mrs R Brown 
2022/2023 back pay from April - June 

187.82 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

183 Euroffice Ltd 
Laminating pouches and paper 

52.13 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

184 JRB Enterprise Ltd 
20 x 800 cases of dog gloves (dispenser Refill Waste bags) 

595.20 Sections 5,6 
Litter Act 1983  

185 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire for November £116.50  
(including £80.50 for Remembrance Sunday) 
Room hire for December £32.00 
Room hire for January £50.00 

198.50 Section 134(4) LGA 
1972 

186 Allsports Trophies Limited 
Best Kept Garden engraved 2022 winner 

13.20 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

187 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Covering Village Warden’s weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd 
pavilion and emptying litter bins at both playing fields - January 

650.06 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

188 Euroffice Ltd 
Ink cartridges 

140.69 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

189 Churches Fire Security Ltd 
Fire extinguisher inspection & replacements for : 
Forest Side pavilion         138.98 
Playfield Road pavilion   236.22 

375.20 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

190 Grundon Waste Management Ltd 
Wheelie bins in January – Forest Side 50.77 
Playfield Road – 65.40 

116.17 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

191 Zurich Insurance plc Claim Ref: 27220000342 
Refunding difference between the two invoices sent regarding 
damage of bus shelter at Kenville Rd 

217.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

192 Mrs A E Feather 
Working from home allowance August ‘22  to March ‘23 

208.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 
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421.22 MINUTES OF PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE 
The minutes from the Playing Fields Committee meeting held on 18 January 2023 were noted.    

 
422.22 TECHNICAL SUPPORT FOR LAPTOP & WEBSITE 

Clerk requested professional support for when issues arise with the laptop and website. 
423.22 It was resolved that authority would be given to the clerk to access appropriate outside support to resolve 

issues regarding the laptop and to report back at next month’s council meeting.  This was proposed by Cllr. 
Powles, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and agreed unanimously.    

ACTION FOR CLERK – Access outside support to resolve existing issues with the laptop. 

 
424.22 TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR EVENTS COMMITTEE 
425.22 The amended Terms of Reference for the Events Committee was agreed. This was proposed by Clllr. 

Powles, seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Upload document to website.  

 
426.22 PARISH COUNCIL POLICIES 
427.22 It was agreed that the following amended and reviewed policies had been agreed: Standing Orders; 

Community Grants; Acceptable use of ICT; Data Protection and Child Safeguarding. This was proposed by 
Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Baggott and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –Upload documents to website. 

 
428.22 HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY 
429.22 It was resolved that the Health and Safety Policy for Kennington Parish Council be adopted.  This was 

proposed by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Baggott and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –Upload  document to website. 

 
430.22 SICKNESS ABSENCE PROCEDURE 
431.22 It was resolved that the Sickness Absence Procedure for Kennington Parish Council be adopted. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Baggott and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Upload  document to website. 

 
432.22 Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham; Cobb; Ms Jempson and Powles volunteered to review some more policies during 

the following month. 
  
433.22 VILLAGE PLANTERS 
 Cllr. Feather is suggesting purchasing a few ‘signature’ planters in the village in celebration of the King’s 

Coronation. His suggestion is a pair on the amenity land at Grundy Crescent.  Prices vary from over £1000 
to around £300 for re-cycled plastic planters.  This was discussed, with councillors in agreement with the 
idea but a little reticent due to the issue of watering the planters.  A suggestion of larger tiered planters 
may look more spectacular.  A suggestion of having these planters either end of the village was also made.  
It was agreed that Cllr. Feather would investigate more and report back at next month’s meeting.   

 
434.22 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
435.22 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham - PPG  
 There was a PPG meeting on 17 January.  Dr Akinola left the practice on 3 February.  She enjoyed a 

wonderful leaving party where over 70 Kennington residents met to wish her well.  £260 was collected 
from village residents, which was handed to Dr Akinola in the form of vouchers. She also received, cards, 
flowers and gifts – she was overwhelmed. 

 This leaves two doctors to run both Kennington and Botley sites, with nurses and locums unable to work 
without a doctor on site. Kennington will have a doctor present 2 ½ hours per week with Botley having a 
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doctor in residence throughout the week.  Cllr. Mrs Buckingham has had to step down from the PPG as she 
is no longer a patient of Botley Medical Centre. 

 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham is a member of Health Watch within the Integrated Care Partnership – so will be able 
to feedback from its prospective. 

436.22 Cllr. Powles – Events Committee  
 Reported that he had been elected Chairman of the Events Committee.  The following events are planned 

to take place throughout the coming year: 

• Coronation Event – Saturday 6 May – Screen in the Village Hall with tea and cakes 

• Summer Fair – Saturday 26 August at Forest Side – similar to the Jubilee event a few years ago 

• Remembrance Day – Sunday 12 November 

• Carols Around the Tree – Sunday 3 December with possibly a children’s lantern Walk from the school 
to the War Memorial 

• Santa Around the Village – Friday & Saturday 8 * 9 December 
There has also been a suggestion of a Halloween Competition on Tuesday - 31 October 
Next meeting planned Thursday 9 March at 6:30pm 

 
437.22 Cllr. Charlett – Village Hall Committee 
 The Village Hall Manager is moving on – if any councillor knows of anyone who would like the carry out 

the role of Village Hall Manager please let Cllr. Charlett know.  Any issues regarding the Centre please ring 
Cllr. Charlett. 

 
438.22 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
439.22 Cllr. Ms Jempson 

With regard to the dog bag dispensers dotted around the village, Cllr. Ms Jempson suggested the parish 
council’s telephone number be added to the box requesting dog owners ring if the dispenser is getting low 
or empty.   

440.22 It was agreed that the clerk would add details on each dog bag dispenser 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add parish council’s telephone number and email address onto each dispenser.  

 
441.22 Cllr. Powles 

With regard to Smiley Sid, that is in Poplar Grove, but not up and running.  Cllr. Powles volunteered to 
recharge and re-locate Sid if he could be trained in how to use it.  Cllr. Mrs Brown agreed to show Cllr. 
Powles how it works etc and also to instruct him on downloading the data generated using software that 
currently sits on the clerk’s laptop. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Give Cllr. Powles the battery charger which is at present with the clerk. 

 
442.22 Cllr. Feather 

Informed council he had applied for an energy audit on the Village Centre by the Low Carbon Hub. 
 
443.22 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Diana Lugova and Bob Johnston 

1. Fun for the families during half-tern break in February. The Beacon will offer an unforgettable Jurassic  
experience for all the family to enjoy. At Dinosaur Adventure Live, you’ll be able to find out some amazing 
dino-facts, meet beautiful baby dinosaurs and even feed them as they introduce you to some of the most 
incredible species ever to have lived on Earth. This awe-inspiring interactive show captivates and 
immerses audiences in the enthralling and realistic world of dinosaurs.  

2.   Vale Council Meeting with for FY24 budget in the agenda will take place 15th February.  
 
444.22 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston  

1. I now understand that the planning application will be decided by the County Council Planning and 
Regulation Committee later than initially planned (February).  This apparently is to complete an ongoing 
consultation and for further information to be provided.  The detailed traffic calming measures for 
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Sugworth Lane and Bagley Wood Road etc are currently being worked up by consultants as a parallel 
exercise and are not part of the planning application. 

2. The County is also putting in a planning application for the replacement of the railway bridge on the 
Eastern by-pass.  It includes for a new bus lane and shared cycle track and footway.  It will allow for the 
passage of the Oxford Relief Channel, with part of the work paid for by the Environment Agency.  The new 
bridge will be built in two parts, alongside the present one and then slid into place to minimise disruption. 

3. By the time you read this the County should have agreed a 4.99% uplift in the County Council Tax.  As 
previously explained this is to protect the Social Services budgets.  Low income households will be 
protected by a £200 rebate.  This will operate alongside the Vale's Council Tax reduction scheme, which 
targets the same group.    

 
445.22 MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

New Planters 
 Solar Panels 
 Existing Planters/Baskets 
 
446.22 Cllr. Charlett moved that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting to prevent 

the disclosure to them of sensitive information in relation to members of staff. 
 
447.22 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM  
 Staffing matters discussed.   
448.22 It was agreed that the clerk will make further existing enquiries. 

      
Meeting closed at 9:20pm 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


