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Present: Cllr. Andrews  Cllr. Brown  Cllr. Buckingham Cllr. Cobb  
Cllr. Feather   Cllr. Gamble  Cllr. Johnston   Cllr. Powles  

 
In Attendance: Anne Feather (Clerk) 
 
1.0 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - Cllr. Russell and Cllr. Smith 

 
2.0 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – Cllr. Feather is the husband of 

the Clerk.  Cllr. Johnston is the Chair of the OPFA and Cllr. Brown works for OALC 
 
3.0 REVISED ESTIMATES FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2023-24 
3.1 The Clerk reported on the projected financial position at 1 April 2024. 
 

General Reserves at 1 April 2023 
Ear Marked Reserves (EMR) 

£  36,561 
£172,128 

Add projected income 
 

£120,055 + £805 
£120,860 

Less projected expenditure 
 

£52,981 + £55,028 
£108,009 

Estimated General Reserves at 1 April 2023 
Ear Marked Reserves (EMR) 

£  49,412 
£196,443 

 
3.2 This means that the General Reserves in 2024-25 should be approximately £49,412 

allowing some flexibility in planning expenditure for the next financial year.   
3.3 It was agreed that £10,000 of 2023-24 funds be transferred to 329 – EMR Pavilion Project (+ 

any uncommitted monies at the end of the financial year) 
3.4 It was agreed that additional EMRs be produced for parish council elections and for fly 

tipping with £800 of 2023-24 funds being transferred to the parish council elections EMR 
and £470 of 2023-24 funds being transferred to the fly tipping EMR. 

 
4.0 BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2024-25 

The Clerk presented a report giving details of budgeted income and expenditure for 2024-25 
and explained the items where the budget differed from last year.   

4.1 It had been assumed for draft budget purposes that the precept would increase by 11.7% 
which would bring it back more in line with today’s prices.   

4.2 The Clerk had assumed nominal increases in some budgets and larger increases in software, 
flowers for the village, planned tree maintenance, play area safety inspections, pavilion 
maintenance and repair together with an additional £15,000 to the pavilion project – details 
were  provided within Appendix 2 and 3.  

4.3 Background to the Clerk’s salary and the Village Warden’s hourly wage were provided in 
Appendix 4.   

4.4 Members of the Committee agreed the estimated figures in Appendix 2, except the following:  
4150 (Parish Council Elections) which was decreased to £200  
4453 (War Memorial Maintenance) which was increased to £5,000 

4.5 It was agreed that the following amounts from the following budget headings be transferred 
into Ear Marked Reserves (EMR) on 1 April 2024.  

 £200 from 4150 – Parish Council Elections to new EMR Elections 
 £500 from 4322 – Fly Tipping to new EMR Fly Tipping 
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 £5,000 from 4453 – War Memorial Maintenance to 333 – EMR War Memorial 
 

Cllr. Feather and the Clerk left the meeting room 
 

4.6 It was agreed that the Clerk’s salary increase from scale point 22 to 23 on the anniversary of 
the commencement of her employment i.e. 8 August 2024 and would rise in line with the 
national scales.  An addition £1,000 was agreed to be paid to the Clerk for hours carried out 
over and above the standard hours since she started in August 2022.  It is hoped that the 
new scales for 2024-25 will be published closer to the time.  Council has agreed a budget of 
7.7% to cover this rise. 

Cllr. Feather and the Clerk returned to the meeting room 
 
5.0 NEW EXPENDITURE FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2024-25  
5.1 No new items were suggested to be investigated for expenditure consideration in 2024-25 

as council has a five year plan, to enable more financial planning to take place. 
 
6.0 TO APPROVE LIST OF DIRECT DEBIT PAYMENTS 
6.1 The 2024-25 list of Direct Debit payments was provisionally approved.  
 
7.0 PARISH PRECEPT FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2024-25  
7.1 The provisional council tax base for 2024-25 is £1,736.70 for Kennington Parish.  
7.2 A proposal was made by Cllr. Johnston to raise the precept by 15.8%, which was seconded 

by Cllr. Gamble and agreed (7 for with 1 against).        
 

£117,110    = £67.43 per annum for a Band D property 
£1,736.70  
 
Meeting Closed – 8:33pm 

 
 
 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


